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HENRY SOMERVILLE. 
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A HE anifiration of aftive virtue, 

aiid riie lofty fpirrt of a dignified and 

manly fortitude, never fail to infpirc 

in the human bread thofe elevated 

Tentirttcnts of fuperior honour, which 

pfefcrV^' the' fotrl from defceriding 

\cf ttiekrv kidulgences in vice, or to 

finiftcf n^^hods of feif-advantagc: 

tlicy aw^en the juft pride of mart- 

iiMii dfey fwtllthcliewt with tbc 

fohA. B trueft 
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trucfl: fenfibilityj they fprcad before 
it the unabating charm of cheerful 
benevolence, and expand the mind 
to embrace the realifed poflcffion of 
honourable and enviable . independ-- 
ence. 

To cultivate thefe pleafures, and 
to illuminate the little circle of his 
neighbourhood by their radiance, was 
jthe bufincfs of Mr. Somerville's life. 
His education had been claffical, and 
his induftry in ftudy unabated j what 
he had acquired in early years had 
been re-cultivated an4 rie-^fown in the 
leifure of cooler maturity ; and the 
purfuits of a country life had ,lnvi. 
goraced the ample capacity of his 
mind, .enlarged by the Avidy of na- 

Jture, 
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ture, and open to all her glorious 
cacpanfe. 

An athletic form aided tbele gene* 
rous honours of his fnind<*-^thetr 
powers were alike capacious ; their 
choice, the united purftiit of virtue. 

A noble fufccptibility difcovered 
itfclf very early in his heart— framed 
by nature to be a natural man, he 
foon difdained the (hackles of cere- 
monious life, which invents innu- 
merable obftacles to be furniounted, 
before the glowing- admiration of 
the heart is fiifiered to confefs itfelf : 
three interviews had been fcarcely 
neceflary to apprife him of his at- 
tachment; ibmething within had told 
him the congenial merit which at^ 
B a traded 
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traded hiair— it was ^eedlels to a(k 
himfclf whether he loved. 

The hartnony and confidence which 
had always fubfilled between his. fa- 
ther and hin^felf, led him to conimu- 
nicate with all the eager hafte of early 
\inadultef:4ted. afie€lion the feelings 
of his heart.-— But here his chief 
and only ff icnd ujie^pcdlcdly damped 
his ardour s-^his facher^ who had 
favcd a handfome fortune by trade, 
was not accuftonied to confider the 
impulfe of his heart before he had 
confulted that of his purfe. The lady 
on whom his fon had £o warmly 
placed his affedions, had but trifling 
expedations> and thofc at the decexfe 
of her mother, as yeoo&lyin tbe mid- 
dle 
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die of her days. Mr. Somerville*s 
habits of life were thofe of genteel 
affltiefice: he reafoncd upon the dif- 
ficulties of a rifing family \ his own 
life a tolerably good one; nothing 
to be advanced till his death ; and 
painted the piany fmarting anxieties 
of trade which he had experienced, 
zs rcafons why his fon fliouUl not 
look to chat as a refource : befides, 
the inopoffibility and imprudence of 
his jnvolving his capital a (econd 
time^^that his fon had all the world 
before him, couU command an 
heirefs; and if not, it was time enough 
to fix his choice, which if : done 
too early produced a too late re- 
pentance.— ~T he furprifc and almoft 
B 3 indigna- 
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indignation which this difcourfe ex* 
cited in his fon, produced a momen- 
tary filence — an anguifli too well 
known to need dcfcription, broke at 
Jength into a fervent declaration of 
his p^ffion. "Why, fir," faid he, 
" was I blefled with feelings from 
.Heaven, which I am told it is the 
penurious duty of prudence to fup- 
prefs ? Whence originate the afFcc- 
. lions we cannot fee in others or feel 
.in ourfclves without reverence or 
admiration, if, when they arife, they 
are to be ftifled by the bafe eftima- 
tion of pecuniary value? Surely, fir, 
my time has been grievoufly wafted, 
•to have cultivated the virtues of the 
:mind, if iheir bloff^rrs are to be 

torn 
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tbrn down before ihcy can ripen Into 
fruit I" 

The father affefted to treat this 
language as the efFc6t of his fon's 
romantic fancy ; and, rather tofoothe 
him before they parted, intermingled 
in the cup a few of thofe acknowv- 
tedgments of the lady's merit, which, 
whether given in praife or in objec- 
tion, never fail to urge on. the pro- 
grefs of the attachment they cement. 

Our young friend withdrew to a 
filent and retired part of his father's 
grounds, where he indulged his mind 
in the fervour of its own rcflcAions 
on the paffing fcenes. Not one ob- 
jeftion to the family or character of 
the lady 5 no traits of diflatisfaftion 
B4 at 
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at her manners, condu(^, p^rfon» 
or accomplilhmcnts. Are thefe infe- 
rior to fortune ? Is any one of them 
lefs than income ? Are the gifts of 
all-feeing and gracious Heaven of left 
fubftance than hugian arts, and per- 
fidious gold ? Am I formed then to 
be an ufelefs flave to indolence and 
pr'ule? Have I thefe adive liaibs, 
this bufy mind, to rtft a drone upon 
.the hive of others? Oh, forbid it 
:honouri-«-virtue! What then is fin 
if thi3 be none?— But duty, paren- 
. tal duty ? — Let my life be guided 
by (hewing it-*-by convincing my 
worthy father that I do not flight 
his advice, but that hjs objedion 
does not reft upon a ground equal in 
• : the 
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thefmalkft d^ree to its oppofiifg 
'dnd commanding recommendftcions $ 
and^ therefore, our prudence and 
afie£tion may unite to conftttute gneaft 
part of his future happinefii. 

Convinting himfclf thus by his 
own reafonitig, and trufting in his 
father's good fenfe and afieAi6ft, lit 
refolved to indulge the hope vACith 
he foon after realifed. 

Mr. Somerville was an only ehlld— 
Ihs mother died, durmg his earty 
youdi — a few very drftant rdatlohi 
remained of a large and ancieiik 
flock— his ftt her, therefore, ^-^^4 
had never formed very'w^ffai.frfcnd-^ 
(hips, had Htde opportunfty f6r''iSiPt 
ifthcritifig Ws ^fon on-'flicctouht' of Hit 

' ' B 5 , marriage. 
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marriage^ which every other than 
hitnfelf applauded. 
. Selfi(h and fordid, he refolved upon 
a plan which would effe^ually re- 
venge himfelf of his difappointmenc^ 
for he had raifed fuch expectations 
from his fons's virtues and pcrional 
Eneri£$, that he bad often cheered his 
evening lucubrations with the pro-r 
fpeft of his name being perpetuated 
by an union with high life, rank and 
fortune, and the dignity of a baronet 
with a feat in the fenate of Great 
Britain. , To have thcfc glorious 
hofits 4afhed in one unhappy mo^ 
(pent by the fmiles of a woman whofe 
qi[ily I recommendations were her vir^ 
$U($, wa^f a theme of continual vex* 
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ation, and preyed upon his mind 
with a feverity which no attentions 
from his Ton and daughter could al- 
lay, nor any of the charming careflcs 
of their rifing family, even in their 
mod domeftic intercourfe, difperfe. 
He determined, therefore, unknown 
to his fon, to raife annuities on his 
own life upon the fecurity of his 
eftates; and, as he felt himfelf eman- 
cipated from all obligation to fup- 
port or gratify any one but himfclf, 
he lived to the extent of his enlarged 
income J and, excepting a few fparing 
occafional prefcnts to his daughter-in- 
law and his grand-children, he fport- 
ed upon himfelf, upon his equipage, 
bis grounds, and a few popular meet- 
B 6 ings> 
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ings, the whole of that fubftdnce 
^hich his fan had been taught to ex- 

Such was the attachment which 
united the younger Mr. and Mrs. 
.Somerville. A fmall income arifing 
from an eftate about twenty miles 
diftant from his faxher's, which he 
had received by the v^ill of a dcceafcd 
uncle, now much increafed by his 
own rcfidence upon it, was the fole 
fupport of his family: here he pur* 
fued, unfettered by the dull round 
of fa&ion and pleafure, which intox- 
icate and corrupt the metropolis, the 
nobler occupations of his farm, and 
the education of his children.. In. a 
few years he found himfelf ihe father 

of 
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of three children : the eldeft of thcfc 
was a promiQng bo}r, whofe open 
countenance and pleafant addrefs fe- 
cured the unlimfted pt^fcs of all 
who faw him; and to whom-xhcy 
gave the name of Henry : the two 
youngcft were daughters, who very 
ioon began to^ fhew the < root froth 
whence they fprung, and to emulatib 
the virtues which rendered ' their 
parents univerfally eftiniable. ' 



CHAP. 



H ) 






and 



( '5 ) 
^nd to give it a tafte for manly excr* 
cife and virtue, with an unfliakcn 
hve of truth undeviatingy were in his 
mind the firft foiKccs and fprings of 
educatioiiyandwhichwill alone iecure 
happinefs. When he turned his mind 
upon fcminaries of education, heper-j 
ccived and remembered, that with alt 
the merit of care, of example, of ex^ 
hortaiion and precept, and even the 
terror of punilhment, it was not witli^ 
HI the power of the tutors to effeft 
thcfc great effentiak. By the com- 
munication with one another, with 
various difpofitions, with thofc whofe 
bufinefs called them to the fchool, 
with their own friends and acquaint- 
ance,' and with the heap o£ cunning 

cvafions 
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evafions learnt from each other to 
conceal the truth, to hide offences, 
to excufe from punifhment, and the 
many mental reiervations which pre* 
vented often the whole truth frocn 
appearing, it became next to an im* 
polfibility that the innate purity of 
tirtue and truth could remain long 
with any pupil who mingled in the 
crowd of an eftabliihed academy \ 
iliiwas, therefore, under his own eye 
diat he hoped to Qnd a remedy for 
^hefe defefU ^ buc this required unre- 
mitted regard and atttntion ^ conti* 
nual vigilance over the opening 
flower., that the breath or whifper pf 
evil ibould not exhale its cont^gioi) 
upon ity nor f cadi its bane near the 

root 
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root to check the Hourilhing luxuri- 
ance of it& native beauty. 

Mrs. Somerville^ whofe elegant 
mind and. warm devotion to all her 
hufband's exemplary and unufual 
merits, feldom heard one; of his max« 
iOia without ' refiediog upop and 
adopting It, an4 whofe^^cciQiappliihr 
meats well enabled her to co-^ieracr 
with hin> in a plan fo derK^le, which 
tended to keep both her girl; qtar 
her periba; faw with increafed af» 
fedion and delight the prog^efs of 
her fan^ily under. the aufpices of an 
heavenly felicity, which the good^ 
iiefs of her. heart often fighcd to 
think was not more generally the lot 
of fociety. 

As 
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As the dawn of youthful year* 
drew on, and be^an to (hew the early 
bloflbms of his mind, young Henry 
became his father's conftant Gompa^ 
nion, and partook of his cheerful 
converfationr 

Mr. Somerville had long been in 
the babic of thinking much and 
fpeaking little; but his children now 
called upon him to perfprm a new 
ofEce: he had few moments unoccu*- 
pied in the day, and the innumerable 
queftions which he encouraged them 
to aflc, furniflied hirti with the necet 
fiiy of thus publiflhing the inform- 
ation he had acquired, and of ren- 
dering his domeftic circle more de- 
lightful. His friends were well 

chofen, 
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chofcn, and bis houfc was the cficer- 
ful refidence of harmony and truth, 
•becaufe neither falfchood nor ca- 
lumny dared approach it. 

The manly cxercifes of the field, 
the knowledge of cultivation^ and an 
undaunted courage, were often the 
lefibns of the day ; and the evening 
clofed by gay and focial endearments, 
embellifhed by improving allegories 
and diverting paftimes, which con- 
tributed each in their degree to pro- 
mote the value of virtue. 

The examples of great aftions in 
hiftory, of amiable qualifications 
and the fofter graces in poetry, 
'formed the frequent theme of his 
inftrudion^ intermingled tenderly 

wixh 
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with moral leffoos calculated to itv- 
fpire the moft grateful femfe of divine 
p^rfedion and general improvement. 

AccuAomed thus early to the habits 
of courage and endurance, Henrjr 
could, at an early age, mafter the 
turbulence of the moft unruly horfc 
in his neighbourhood ^j could pitch 
the [coic at the greateft diftance ^ 
could endure the hardeft fatigue and 
fuffer the longeft hunger and thirft of 
any one of his age \ every manufac- 
ture that he faw, he could giv€ fome 
rational account of; and pf every 
animal or bird that be difcovered he 
knew the various properties. 

Mr. Somerville often found -it ne* 
ceilary to hide his admiration at this 

intelligence. 
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intelUgeoce^ to fupprcfs the burfting 
emotions of praife, and to check the 
natural commendation of his talents 
or difpofidon ; for nothing, he would 
often lay, fo conftaritly tends to excite 
felf-eftimation and co produce hypo* 
crify, as frequent repetitions of praife, 
or the difcovery of your own feelings 
when you fee that nature has filled 
the young eye with tears. 

Mrs. Somerville took her part in 
this fyftem, and raifed her daughters 
to be the fair counterpart of tlieir 
brother : their accompliflimehts con« 
filled of tbofe ufeful and ornamental 
branches of educatbn which would 
render them amiable and refpcftafbles 
(he could heriaf inftrud themh in 
1 mufic 
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mufic and dancing, with many of the 
graver and more (ludious employ- 
ments : as to the former, Iheencou*^ 
raged only a moderate purfuit of it, 
as it too often produces a weaknefs . 
of mind, and a diftafte of other fupe- 
rior attainments ; but a moderate fhare 
of it tends to fofcen and harmonife 
the manners; and (he often, after 
any of the little difputes which will 
Ibmetimes occur among the mod 
affedionate, led them to the harp, 
in whofe notes thefe little contentions 
infenfibly died away* 

By dancing (he thought that the 
body acquired a free and eafy fliape ; 
a juft pofture, with a graceful and 
ujticonftrained air^ and an external 

politenefs 
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-pdlitcnefs and agility, which never 
fail to prejudice every one in its 
favour. It would be tedious to de- 
tail the many amiable excellencies of 
this family •, — the Author would be 
chargeable with flattery to the man 
"he loves, if he did not often reflrain 
his admiration, and ru(h involuntarily 
upon the events which will more im«» 
^nediately intereft the reader's mind« 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

XTENRY had readied his twen. 
tieth year J a "manly fimninds'* 
Ihone upon his countenance, bis eye 
Iparkled with ftiadbocd, Md kk 
tall figopeand gr^ocftd air^ ndhgkd 
with unafFefted fimplicity, rendered 
him the confpicuous fubjed of ad- 
miration. His father, whofe years 
had not yet fo increafcd as to entirely 
make him fhun the " bufy hum of 
men,'* faw with exultation the glo- 
rious effcds of his plan, but often 
fuppreffed the ready burft of popular 
commendation of his (on, by de* 

nouncing 
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nouncing the dangers of praifc* 
*' This,** he would fay, *' will produce 
Tanity, the fource of every vice j it 
fhould, therefore, be checked in its 
bud, as the Greeks of old inftantly kill- 
ed a child of deformity, left it fhould 
produce another more milerable than 
itfetf/' 

The young ladies, whofe ages near- 
ly followed that of Henry, were not 
far behind him in thofe diftinguifhing 
features which rendered him fo 
amiable. Mr. Somerville's charac- 
ter was the theme of the country ; 
his ftridt notions of reditude, his 
philofophic independence, his talent 
at argument, and his intimate know- 
ledge of agriculture, not to mention 

Vol. I. C his 
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his courteous affability to every one, 
whether inferior or equal, for fupcri- 
ors he had none, gave him the general 
appellation of the Philofopher^andhis 
houfe that of the Temple of Virtue. 
Amongft his mod intimate friends 
was a gentleman of extenfive fortune; 
who, though he lived in all the 
fafhions of gaiety, and fcldom left 
the metropolis till the fummer was 
over, had difcernment and tafte 
fufficicnt to fee the merit of Mr. 
Somerville, and to admire, not to fay 
envy, his independence of all coni- 
mon prejudices in habits and modes 
of thinking, to which, whenever he 
converfed with him, he found himfelf 
too nearly a flave. He was de- 

fcended 
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fcended from a didant branch of the ^ 
noble houfe of Howard ; and this 
idea, had he been born without an 
cxtenfive patrimony, would have 
proved his inevitable ruin; for, 
though endued with an excellent 
heart, the vain opinion of rank, the 
pride of fuperiority, the negligence 
of thofe labours of education which 
are neceflary to acquire knowledge, 
all concentred in his mind in the ob- 
ligation he was under of fupporting 
the honour of his name, and of pro- 
curing, even from ftrangers, a refpect 
for his fplendid equipages, his mag- 
nificent furniture, his fumpiuous 
table; vainly fuppofing that he there- 
by acquired refpeft and cfteem for 
C 2 himfclf.' 
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iiimfclf. His wife and two daughters 
were inftrudted to fupport a confift- 
ency by an elegant careleflhefs of ex- 
pence; by learning thofc exterior 
accomplifliments which give an irre- 
fiftible attradtion in a ball-room, or 
affedt the tranfient paflion of the 
eye. As he (hunned the fatigues of 
fcicnce himfclf, he trufted that, as 
nature had endowed him with a tole- 
rable capacity, his children, dc- 
fcendants from his ftem, would in- 
herit the knowledge he had been 
able to pick up, without wafting 
their early years in the confinement 
to any ufcful or valuable improve- 
ment. 

Poffcffcd 
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Poflcfltd with thi5 inviting prirt* 
ciple, it will be readily conceived that 
the young ladies were charmed wi<h 
the kind indulgence of their father. 
He feldom read, he fcldom propofed 
books to his family. He ufed ta 
fay that painting and mufic they 
need not ftudy, but only araulc them- 
felves with, becaufe they could pur* 
chafe them ia perfcdion. Every 
aiticle of drc6 it was the univerfal 
pradice to order others to procure \ 
and, therefore, he was too indifferent 
about moft accomplifhments, except 
dancing, the polite freedoms of con- 
verfation, a little mufic, talking 
loud at the opera, and coming ex* 
quifitely into a room: all which nota« 
C3 ble^ 
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ble endowments they executed a mer- 
veillej to the great delight of their 
father, and the public applaufe of 
Mrs. Howard. But nature had, not* 
withftanding, poflefTed his eldeft 
daughter with a (hare of fenfibility 
and a dcfire for mental improvement, 
which feldom fall to the lot of fe- 
males in very elegant life, but which 
gave that peculiar zeft to all her 
other attraftions, which could not 
fail to awaken the early paffion of 
Henry Somerville. 

As thefe young ladies were nearly 
of the fame age with the young So- 
mervilles, and as thefe elegant en- 
dowments were not fuch as accorded 
in the fmalleft degree with the fenti- 

mcnts 
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tncnts or manners of our Philofophcr; 
he felt himfclf under much difficuhy 
in determining on fomc certain rule 
for their intercourfe, during the time 
of tlitir refidence in his neighbour- 
hood. Mr. Howard and Mr. Somer- 
ville had been college companions ; 
in their young purfuita they had al- 
ways alTociated, and the latter not 
?vcry unfrcqucntly exerted the athle- 
tic powers of his mind> as well as of 
4iis body, in the fervicc of his friend. 
Since they had taken the more ma- 
ture walks of life, Mr. Howard had 
not been wanting in thofe many op- 
portunities which a generous mind 
is apt to avail itfelf of, when it finds 
occafion to requite ancient friend- 
C 4 (hip. 
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ihip, in cafes where either mental 
anxiety or pecuniary circumftanccs 
Hand foremoft in the fcene. 

But, notwithftanding all thefc, 
Mr. Somerville felt himfelf the guar* 
dian of his family, now rifing into 
that tender period of time, when, 
like the afpen leaf, it is moved by 
every Zephyr ! It was one of the 
charms of Mr. Howard's villa, thait 
the Somervillcs lived only five miles 
diflant y too near for long fepa- 
ration, too diftant for (hort vifita. 
The intcrcourfe of the young ladies 
was mutually coveted by them ; it 
had hitherto fubfifted with undimi- 
nilhed gratification-, but it had now 
become dangerous to be continued, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

SoMERVILLE rcflefted deeply^ 
on his obligations ; Moward had 
completed the fincerity of his friend- 
Ihip, by reconciling, with infinire 
pains, old Somerville to his fon. '-It 
is thus/' faid Mr. Somerville one day 
to his wife, " that when once you ac- 
cept a favour, youfurrender up your 
independence ; our long-tried friciul- 
fhip had formerly mutual pledges of 
kindnefs, which, once performed, 
were never thought of afterwards, or 
were balanced by alternate fervices 
and efteem : the firft, the wiftft aft 
G5 of 
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of my life fevered mc for a time 
from the mod indulgent of parents, 
vrhofe conceptions have grown wider 
and wider from mine, as he has ad- 
vanced in years and I have approach- 
cd maturity ; but through the inter- 
pofition of my friend, this fource of 
the greateft anxiety I have ever 
^ruggled with, has been foothed, 
and at laft difpelled. I do not regret 
that I owe him this obligation, al* 
though I feel that it is greater than 
we can ever repay ; but my concern 
arifcs from the fear of an imputation 
of ingratitude. I prefer, at any time, 
to be charged openly with a crime, 
than to be ftabbed by an imputation 

which 
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which generally lemaios unex« 
plained.'* 

Mrs, Somerville, who did not re- 
gret lels than her daughters would^ 
.the proiped: of any (hynefs between 
the families, and who, perhaps^ (e^ 
i^retly cheriAied a fmall fatisfadion 
in the pride of aifociating freely with 
fuch a circle^ and adding to the im- 
provement of her children a little 
•fliare of their perfonal elegance, en-, 
deavoured to reafon on the propriety 
of general communications, and the 
aflurance fhe entertained that, as they 
were fo far removed from the gay 
world, it was not very probable that 
the manners of the Howards could 
C6 io 
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in any ferious degree poifon the fitn- 
plicity of their education. 

" How often/' replied Mr. Somer- 
vUle, <* has our Fanny returned from 
their houfe to this filent . cottage, 
■with an evident diftafte of our aftivc 
purfuits, of our domeftic oeconomy, 
and the attention to our farm, which, 
at other times, (he is accuftomed to 
take fo much delight in ! Here fhe 
{ecs no tagged lacqueys ready to pre- 
vent her call, to wait at her chair, 
and' produce every thing before it 
can well be afked for ; no table 
fpread with luxuries, but the plain 
homely produce we have all taken 
fome part in labouring to provide; 
no equipages rattling to the door, 

nor 
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nor converfation fliarpcned by the 
cxpcftation of new plcafurcs, new 
magnificence^ new entertainments !" 

At this moment Mr. Howard's 
running footman leaped over the 
green-gate that fronts the houfe^ and 
by a three-fold and violent rattle at 
the door fcemed to declare war 
againft the family j and, with the 
knocker in his^ hand like a battering 
ram againd a baftion, threatened not 
to leave one ftone of the fortrefs 
upon another. 

The moment was unfortunate, for 
our Fhilofopher had not made up 
his mind. Mrs. Somerville fled to 
her apartment, and Somerville hand* 

?4 
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td Mrs. Howard and her eldcft 
daughter out of the coach. 

Henry came in from the field with 
his fowling*piece, and, without any 
preparations of drefs, made his obei- 
fances to the vifitors : the fatigues of 
a long day added a foftnefs to his 
manly features and impreffive eye, 
which nothing in human fhape could 
refill; he was unconfcious of his 
power, and this fccured its effeft ; 
his auburn hair, blown by the changes 
of the weather,^ hung naturally round 
his countenance; his piece was 
flung negligently over his arm, and 
his dogs looked up in his face, en* 
dcavouring to take part in the por- 

trait 
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irait which nature had fo exquifitely , 
drawn, 

Mifs Howard loft no part of the 
fccnc before her, and frequently dur- 
ing the fleeting hour fuddenly check- 
ed herfelf in an involuntary fmile of 
admiration, while he recounted the 
exploits of the day, and accufed her 
own eyes, which had fo often de- 
ferted every other objcd. 

Henry, who was at this time 
about twenty years of age, and to 
whom all other women were equally 
indifferent, had, very lately, during 
a fhort vilif, felt fomething of that 
inexplicable fenfation of delight, 
which fprings coeval with the feeds 
of early attachments, when they firft 

break 
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break upon the youthful heart. He 
had no refourccs to furnifli hinfi witk 
ceremonies, no n^yfterious and unra- 
velled etiquettes, which led him to • 
reftrain his open admiration, nor any 
habits of pradifed foppery, which 
taught him that fuperior rank or di£- 
parity of fortune could be an obfta.- 
cle to nature, or an enemy to truth 
and freedom. A very (hort aflbcl* 
ation had been fufficient to ftamp 
upon his heart indelible impreffions, 
which he deemed it neither vanity 
nor prefumption to indulge : he was 
fcarcely apprifed of the extent of his 
feelings, that they lead to a paflion 
in which all men are mod avaricious. 
He faw the young men who vifited' 

at 
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at the houfe flutter round the young 
ladies^ but their praifes were feeble 
in comparifon with thofe he felt and 
iifually expreffed. They, fometimes 
amongit themfelves, fpoke of Mifs 
Howard's pouting lips, her charm- 
ing bofom and her fpeaking eyes; 
but he never heard them extol, as he 
did, her manners, her expreflive air^ 
her lively converfation, her polite and 
captivating affability : — he had dif- 
covered the lovelinefs of her mind, 
they had only gazed upon the charms 
of her perfon. Without much infor- 
mation, (he had a pleafing difcern- 
ment that led her to kind fenciments ; 
fhe had cultivated the graces, but 
ike pcffcffed, by nature, a fweetnefs 

Qi 
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of difpofuion, which in Henry's view 
furpaffcd every other accomplifli- 
mcnt. 

On the part of Henry, who had 
fcarcely feen any other woman, his 
attachment oflfered the certain pro- 
fytdi of fincerity :— on the part of 
Mift» Howard, who had lived in the 
.%icle c^luxurjr and external civility, 
among young men whofe admiraticm 
and attentions are too often fatialed 
bv fecrct enjoyment, and their hopes 
of h^pinefs blunted by the frequen- 
cy of prbmifcuous indulgence ; (be 
had every profpcft, if fhe could caft 
her preference on Henry, of finding 
mutual unfhaken fidelity and un- 
adulterated affedion. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Howard explained to Mrs. 
Somcrville as foon as (he made her 
appearance, that as (he expeded a 
play which Mr« Howard was then 
bufy in preparing to be performed 
in their great hall, to which all the 
country were to be invited, befides 
a great number of friends from Lon» 
don, (he hoped that Mrs. Somer- 
ville and her family would join the 
throng; that (he had no accommo- 
dations to offer, as the houle would 
be fo much crowded; but that if five 
miles was not too far for them to 
return in the evening, (he would en- 
fure them a fafe and fecure efcort. 

Mrs, Somervillc, who trembled for 
the hazard of a difcuffion which (he 

favi 
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law her hufband juft ready to enter 
upon, and aflured, from the turn of hif 
fcntiments fo lately cxprcflfed, of the 
tenor of his mind, formed fome com* 
mon excufe of the inequality of her 
daughters* drcfs to join iafo fplendid 
a circle. It was fortunate that ihty 
had that morning lengthened their 
walk^and were both abfent together;, 
it was more fortunate that Mr. 
Somerville chofe to adopt his wife's 
refource, adding only, between joke 
and earnefti ** that fuch circles feldotn 
thought themfelves much honoured 
by two country milk-maids*** " As to 
Mr. Henry," rejoined Mrs. How- 
ard, •' we (hall admit him in boots ; 
and if he choofes to take the part of 

Hawthorn^ 
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Hawthorn, he may bring his guii 
with him alfo, and will find ad« 
mittance.** Henry bowed with 
graceful acknowledgment. As he 
attended them to the coach, he 
thought he difcovercd new invitation; 
and while he prefled the hand of 
Mifs Howard as (he afcended the 
ftep, fhc palTcd a glance into his eye, 
which, in a moment, fecmed tofet 
the wi(hed-for day at the diftance of 
centuries, and extended the five miles 
to the long-drawn labours of a tedious 
journey. Of all the dangers to 
which the young and fufceptible are 
prone, none is fo great as an adieu. 
How often is a fl:ate of calm indiffer- 
ence awakened by a look at parting ! 

How 
/ 
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How often is a doubtful and veering 
paffion confirmed by a kind adieu ! 
How transfixed, like Henry's, in a 
delicious reverie of foul, is a heart 
anxioufly waiting for encouragement, 
by a tenderly fmiling adieu ! It is 
almoft fuperior to all that may have 
pafTed in any preceding interview j 
it is the laft trait for the mind to 
dwell and feed upon until the next 
vifit ; and lovers* memories are not 
given to much exertions. Like 
great wits, their profound think- 
ing, if thinking ever enters their 
brain, fuperfedes their memory. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

JL HE hurry and fplcndour of every 
public exhibkion naturally excite the 
palTionsy and are therefore, a very 
confiderable fource of pleafure : they 
amufe the graver hours of the aged, 
animate the fancy and add vigour 
to the gaiety of the young, and ge- 
nerally (harpen the taftc and plea^ 
fantry of middle life. Ic will thus 
be readily conceived that Henry felt 
no fmall fatisfadion in relating to 
his fiilers the invitation he had re- 
ceived ; but he could form no plan 
a by 



C 48 ) 

by which they could be brought to 
participate. 

Mr. Somerville rejoiced to find how 
cafily he had placed the firft barrier 
again ft a too free intercourfe between 
the female parts of the families^ and 
trufted with confidence to the fortune 
of the next opportunity, when fomc 
other motive equally important might 
ferve his purpofe. He confidered that 
his daughters were not likely to form 
attachments in fo elevated a circle^ 
and that they would certainly not 
thereby lofe any in their own 5 for 
he would often appropriate to thefe 
connexions a maxim he held inva- 
riable in the other walks of life — that 
if ever men defert one line for ano- 
ther. 
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ther, inftances arc very rare indeed 
where they are not rcjcfted by one 
for the defertioh^ and not received 
by the other for want of an original 
ftation in it. 

He had formed no views for his 
children that were not within his 
own plan ; he had drove to implant 
upon them a vigorous aftive virtue, 
an unfhaken love of truth, an ardent 
third of enquiry, and an honeft un- 
diflembling franknefs, that fhould 
contribute to fecure them a juft por- 
tion of the world's efteem, and a fair 
claim to future happinefs. 

On this bafis he deflgned that they 
ihould build for themfelves their own 
fyftem, and their unbridled choice-^ 

VoL.L D he 
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he difdained the idea that he could 
or had a right to grieve at any 
choice of aitachment they might 
adopt for themfelves ; as human be- 
ings, he contended that they could 
not be accountable if they afted by 
conftrainc ; fo long and fo far as his 
parental authority was exerted to 
curb their inclinations, they could 
not be free agents; his own duty, 
after their imbecility of infancy was 
gone by> coofillcd only in inform- 
5ition, example, and advice. " If 
my fon,** laid he, " was attached to 
one of the j^Kaners in the field, and 
pTopoled her honoumble cnarriag^, it 
would be his own afiuir as to preftnt 
bappincfsj and as to future hope, 

if 
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if he behaved well, no doubt he 
would afcend where diftindtions are 
unknown/* 

When Mrs. Howard returned 
home, (he found Lord Norbury and 
Sir Francis Bloom, who had juft ar« 
rived from London with intention of 
amufing themfelves for a few days 
with Mr. Howard's hounds. While 
dinner was ferving, Mrs. Howard 
alked Sir Francis what news he 
had brought from the other world-*— 
a familiar phrafe common amongd 
them when retired into the (hades of 
nature, and fpeaking of, or rather 
languiftiing after, the felicity of court 
fplendour and poliflied entertain- 
nients. 

Da *« Indeed/' 
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" Indeed," anfwered Sir Francis, 
'^ every thing is exceedingly dull; 
there's no one left in town now — 
no opera, no malquerade, no pic- 
tures, no drawing-room, no foul 
alive; nothing but tradefmen, and 
they are all preparing to^ carry their 
chuck and their phickens to Mar- 
gate and South-End. Ton my foul, 
you can't venture to knock at any 
one's door for fear of being kept 
half an hour, while one old weather- 
beaten hag upon board-wages is 
hobbling up (lairs, and, peeping 
through the opening of the door for 
fear of being ru(hed in upon, mum- 
bles out, as well as her few remain- 
ing teeth will fuffcr her, * that my 

lord's 
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lord's gone down to Northampton- 
fliirc, and therc^s nobody at home/ 
This is all that one gets in London 
now — and if you attempt to leave 
your card, the old duchef* has beea 
making a pudding or fweeping the 
hearth, and makes you hold it a 
quarter of an hour, while flie wipe* 
her hand with her apron, before (he 



CAn receive iu^^ 



^* A pretty defcription indeed V^ 
Aid Mr»» Howard % ^^ but if this W 
the cafe, how comes it that you have 
ftaid there fo long ? What detain* 
you from your charming ieat in 
Lincolnlhire?'' — " Oh, I am not par- 
tial to it ! — there's a— a—*' — *« Not 
((uite fo much timber there as there 
D i ufcd 
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ufed to be/* interrupted Lord Nor. 
bury : *^ an ill wind during the feve- 
rity of laft winter blew down fomc 
of the oaks and elms that had grown 
old in the fervice." — ** Damn the 
old oaks!" faid Sir Francis* — ^* No, 
no, Bloom,'^ faid his Lord&ipi 
" damn the ill wind/* 

At this moment Mr. Howard etu 
tered the room, and foon after dinner 
was announced. ** Well," faid he 
to Mr». Howard, ** how did you 
find the Somervilhs ? I thought you 
would have enlarged our circle to^ 
d^y, by one or both of the young 
ladies. I think your Lordfliip 
knows the family," turning to Lord 
Norbury. — " Yes, very well, I met 

them 
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ttcm all here lad autumn j the young 
ladies were coming forward very 
promifingly/' *' Aye/' faid ^frs• 
Howard, " they are now come for- 
ward indeed 1'' The emphafis with 
which fhe exprelTcd the laft word 
atcradled the notice of Sir Francis/ 
**But/' continued Mrs. Howard^ 
** they are not to come next week ; 
I rather think neither their father nor 
mother much reliibes fuch parties 
for them**' *< He's a vpry extraordina- 
ry man/' faid Mr. Howard, " a man 
whofe equal, for a noble generofity 
of foul and manly opennefs of heart, 
one does not often meet with in the 
world: but his ideas are a little fin- 
'gular. His Ton too is a very fine 
D 4 young 
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young man, and fccms to tread pre- 
eifcly in his father's fteps — [Mifs 
Howard's eyes were fixed upon her 
plate] — I believe Mn Somcrville 
to be a perfeft philofopher.". " Is it 
wnphilofophical/* faid Lord Nor- 
bury, ^* for his daughters to vifit 
their friends ? He is^ perhaps, one of 
thofe unfociable beings who, out of 
tJ^cir unbounded wifdom> condemA 
all the reft of the world i—l remem- 
ber a man*' — *• He is by nomeans/^ 
faid Mr. Howard, ^« one of that 
caft; if he has a failing in h's judg-^ 
ment, it is not fo much that he evet 
judges harQily, as that he fees moft 
things in a ftrong light j his foul i* 
fo capacious, that he perccivts tvcry 

objcA 
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©bfrd on a great fcalc." ♦*• I hope 
you don't mean,'* interrupted Lord 
Norbury, *^ that he looks at all the 
world as through a magnifying glafs ; 
and fo fees every failing and trifling 
folly twice as large as it is in re^ 
alityr 

** Pardon me/' rejoined Mr. How- 
ard : "I meant to reprcfent that his 
philanthropy and virtue cannot be 
magnified too much ; but if he has^ 
a judgment to form> he combines; 
readily all his motives, and then his^ 
refolution becomes unalterable/* 

•* There's fomething great: in* 

that/* faid Lord Norbury : ** I 

ihould like to ride over there,**— 

f^ ril go with you,*' feid Mr. How* 

D5 ard^. 
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ard.-^** Damn me/' faid Sir Fran* 
cis, ** we'll fmoke this philofopher/^ 
•♦ You'll find as much fire aa fmoke^'* 
replied Mr, Howard. 



CHAP. 



( 59 ) 



CHAP. VI. 

\Jn the following day the gentle- 
men mounted about noon, and rode 
towards Mr, Somervilfc's farm. As 
they approached, they faw him in one 
of his fields, furrounded by a num- 
ber of his workmen, and aflifting 
them in loading the corn he was thea 
carrying in ; his fon was doing thei 
fame office in a field adjoining; As 
they rode into the field, he hailed 
them with a cheerful welcome, but 
purfued his labour. Mr. Howard 
enquired aft^r the ladies. — « I have 
not fcen them fincc breakfaft/* faid 
D6 Mr. 
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Mr^Somcrvillc; «« I expeftied tfifem^ 
here ia their morning walk; but^ 
perhaps, fo'aie faHaL or other keeps, 
them at home/' " Do they ofcem 
join you in this hard work.?" faict 
Lord Norbury. — *^ Not very oftenv*' 
returned Mr. Somervillcj; <*'but ife 
xny girla had been born the daughters^ 
of any one of thefe peafants^ this, 
would have been their common enu- 
ployment; and a happier one infi- 
mtjsly than what we provide for 
them/' '\ Why happier V* faid Sir. 
Francis.. ."-Oh/* replied Somcrvillc^, 
^ becaufe manual a&ivity is the foul: 
of h^ppinefs;, I often find refourcc: 
in labour, when thinking has dif* 
trcfled me." "I agree to that/* 

rejoined; 



\ 
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Sfjpined Sir Francis; <^ thinking is; 
a damned bore;:— but a life like 
yours I: (hould hav« thought would, 
have been free* from that. Sureljr^ 
Sir, with every rural gratificatiofii 
round you, anxiety muft be a ftranger 
to you ;?— few difficulties'— all tran«- 
quillity— -your daily employments-— 
all concur to find pkafures for you ;; 
whichi to be fure^ to fome othera^ 
would be confounded dulL^ 

« Sir/* replied Somerville, " thofer 
who think thefe occupations dull,, 
are thofe who have contrived their< 
own duUnefs, by vitiating their na^ 
tural tafte by living m^ a manner 
which cloys by repetition^ and leaver 
agony and. diftaftc behind it* — Stilly 
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let a man live how he will, he muft 
have fomc trial ; we are not to look 
for a paradife here — for then we 
could not exped one by and by ; 
and true prudence is to lead us to 
choofe that which will throw in- 
gredients into our cup fufficicnt to 
make the draft go down with as little 
bitternefi as poffible, and Icfs fwcet 
than will cloy the palate/* 

Sir Francis felt himfelf fatisfied— 
Lord Norbury looked at his watch— 
«' Will you go in ?" faid Mr. Somer- 
yille to Mr. Howard : " it is time 
for me to return home to dinner: 
if you'll condefcend to take farm* 
houfc fare, I can promife you a good 
bottle of old port/* 

** I find 
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" I find your philofophyj'* fild 
Sir Francis, *' tempered whb fowid 
fenfc at bottom/* 

As they went on, Mr. Howard 
rode flowly to keep pace with his 
friend Somerville:— " Why/* faid 
he, ** do you talk of anxiety ? It 
grieves me to think you (hould 
have any fubjeft to trouble youp 
xepofe/' 

*• My dear friend/* replied Somer- 
vilk, '* you know there is one, which, 
when I recur to fome moments which 
have pafled under your knowkdge, 
I cannot always get over. Although 
the intercourfe between my father 
and myfelf is renewed, yet I feel more 
pain at fome of his cold civilities, 

than 
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ffian I did at his anger- When He 
wrkes to me, he addreflcs me as he 
would his lawyer — Sir, and fome- 
times^ ventures to fay. Dear Sir- 
he writes about affairs only, and 
concludes with his cornpliments 
to my wife. — Thefe diftances dif^ 
tradt me : the tendernefs of our early 
intercourfe, when my mother was^ 
alive, daily returns to my mind with, 
unabated recollcftion j and though: 
lleaven forbids that I fhould feel a^ 
moment's regret at my marriage, yet 
icgret will come for the lofs of pa* 
rental aflfeftion,, which I have always^ 
eftimated at fo high a value, in the 
fcale of human happinefs«. How* 
ever, I. know that all tbefe mud be 

fubmittedi 
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fubmitted to ; and as I am blefied 
with an amiable wife, a glorious boy,, 
and lovely girls, I dare not com* 
plain. We wifli to grafp all. Per- 
haps, if I had not this evil to feel,, 
fome other would a£fe£l me; and 
perhaps this ierves to awaken my 
fpirits, to give me more energy, to 
call upon me more earneftly for my 
duty/' 

« I have fu> dottbt of it/*^ faid 
Mn Howard, As they entered the 
green gate, Mrs* Soni^rville came 
out to meet them ; and Henry came 
galloping up to them, with his. 
father^s coat upon the points of a* 
pitchfork^ and, alijghting in an inm. 
flant,^ aflifted hixtk ta put it on. 

Lord: 
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Lord Norbury and Sir Francif 
Bloom engaged both the young 
ladies in the garden, in gathering 
and eating fruit as they walked along. 
They had conceived the fituation in 
life of Mr. Somerville to be fuch, that 
any notice from men of their rank 
would be undoubtedly acceptable} 
and, therefore, they had little pre- 
vious ceremony of introdu£tion to 
ftudy, before they commenced a fa» 
miliar intercourfe and general con* 
verfation. They had found already 
that Mr. Somerville was not below 
any one of their fpecies, except their 
titles; and they now faw that hi^ 
daughters had as juft a fenfe of merit- 

and as amiable manners as any of - 

thofc 
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thofc ladies they were accuftomcd to 
aflbciate with. Sir Francis found 
that he could not fmoke cither the 
male or the female philofophcrs^ 
Lord Norbury had more intcrefting 
feelings : he had not mingled fo much 
folly in his dra\}ght as bis friend 
had) and therefore he could tafte 
with fuperlor relilh the fruit that 
was now fe& before him in its genu* 
inc perfeftion. 

Fanny was now eighteen ;'<-flie 
had every perfonal accompliflimene 
which blufbing nature laviftes on 
woman at that age ; (he had learnt 
A juftnefs of cxpreffion from her 
father, and from her mother every 
feminine attraftion wiih which de* 

licacy 
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licacy adorns a femak heart. The 
dignity and accomplilhments of 
Mifs Howard were foftened into the 
cheerful vivacity and graceful fim* 
plicity of Fanny Somervillc : fiic 
was all native innocence : her coun- 
tenance fpoke the purity of hef 
cnind, and the charms of her figure 
and cbmplexion difplayed the un«» 
tlTdfted bvelinefs gf nature^ 

Lord Norbury found her irreilft* 
ible. Sif Francis^ who had fparkled 
till his 35 th year a beau of the ficit 
falhion in town, had loft that early 
bloom of fentiment which^ before 
the eye and the heart are corrupted 
by vices, knows fo well how to 
diftinguilh real beauty from the 

meretricious 
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meretricious refemblances or rather 
attempts it affumes in the gay world* 

The ladies^ on feeing Mr. Howard 
alight, had left them. <* Oh, what an 
angel!** exclaimed Lord Norbury, 
^' Merciful Heaven, to have bleflfed 
thts philofopher with fuch a creature 
.in this retreat from all the world !— 
Are we to dine here ?" 

** I hope not,'* faid Sir Francis : 
•* it will be curfed work! Your 
Lordfhip will engrofs all the wo- 
men's attention, and Howard and I 
(hall be bored all the day with 
SooierviUe's canting philofophy.** 
*^ Then you may return to Mrs. 
Howard — plead your indifpenfablc 
doty at her tea»table : for me, I muft 
6 and 
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«nd will have a little more of this 
xlivinc creature." 

'' ril be fworn/' replied the Ba- 
ronet, *• your Lordfliip is a loft man ! 
You have been one of the firft at 
court, and entitled to the free inter- 
courfe of all the fineft women in the 
kingdom, perhaps in the known 
world I furely you owe more to 
your tafte than to fix your notice 
in this manner upon a farmer's 
daughter." 

" Ah, my dear Frank !" anfwer- 
cd his Lordftiip, " I have admired 
many women very fenfibly, but I 
cannot tell how it is, there is fome- 
thing here which I never felt before : 
but reft afTured, I am not fo loft a 

man 
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TOan already, as to drop down at her 
ivcec, and^ like a coxcomb in a novel, 
vow and fwear eternal fidelity in an 
inftant/* 

At this moment Henry approach- 
ed them^ and, with a cordial wel- 
come in his countenance, told them 
the table waited their prcfcnce ; and 
that he had undertaken to ride im- 
mediately to the park, to acquaint 
Mrs. Howard of their not returning 
home to dinner. 

" Well faid," anfwercd Sir Francis; 
** and if you'll take me into your 
party. Til ride with you;" and having 
made his excufes to Mrs. Somerville, 
they mounted their horfes and were 
prcfently out of fight. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

A HE cordiality of their hoft in- 
ipired pleafantry into hisguefts j Lord 
Norbury felt himfelf truly at home— 
the cheerfulnefs of the table gave 
a zed to the plainnefs of the repaft, 
which fupplied the place of thofc 
innumerable fauces which are in- 
vented among the great to (harpen, 
while they fcrve to fpoil, the appetite. 
When the gentlemen were left to 
thcmfclves — " Mr. Somerville,*' faid 
his Lordlhip, ^* I envy you the fo- 
cial happinefs you fcem to enjoy— 
you poflcfs yourfelf more than any 
man 1 ever met with." 

«Hc 
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« He does more than that,** faid 
Mn Howard: " he poffeflcs his 
friends." 

« Sir,** faid Somcrville, «* the few 
who choofe to favour me >^ich their 
friendOiip will always find me un- 
difguifed : mankind very foon fee 
when they don't like each other: 
if we did not cultivate for form and 
ceremony's fake thofe we never can 
like^ we fhould have fewer falfe 
friends, as we call them, to complain 
of — fewer treacheries — and fewer 
plans for happinefs defeated : the 
world is wide enough for every one 
to find his own likenefs in it ; but 
our ambition and interefts lead us to 
prefs connections without fincerity. 
Vol. I. E and 
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4nd intimacies without confidence. 
"When we are. deceived, we rail at the 
world : we fhould rather rail at our 
own imprudence : we have purchafed 
a commodity and paid dear for it too, 
and find it at lad an indifitrent bar- 
gain : in this moft ceftainly we 
are rightly ferved ; for every man of 
mere intereft, with all his dcbafing 
attendants of profit and advantage, 
fliould be deferted and defpifed — and 
what puniflimcnt is more dreadful ! 
" But, my Lord, you faid you en- 
vied my fiiuaticjn : it is within your 
power: but, in order to make the 
change, you muft part with rank, 
diftin6\ion, homage, and, above all, 
the fear of being thought fingular. 

You 
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You would call thefe facrificcs;-— 
and fo they arc, if your prefenc ficu- 
ation is preferable — if it is not^ then 
you have no caulb for envy. But 
every one is formed for a different 
ftation; your Lordihip fills one 
link of the chain which is before 
us ; and if you defcendcd, you might 
not, perhaps, fill ours fo well/' 

•^ True/* faid his LordOiip ; 
" but what part of the fcale do 
the young ladies fill ?** — " Mine, mod 
affuredly," replied Somerville. 

" I rather doubt that,'* rejoined 
his Lordihip j " there's a fomething 
about them which points them out 
for a more delicate and refined 
fyftem than yours.'* 

E 2 "If 
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^^ If by that your Lordfhip means 
higher life, I iiiofl; folemnly declare 
they are as far from it as any nut«^ 
brown maid in Wales : they are very 
good girls, to be fure ; but I never 
vfiih (though they are to make their 
own choice when they are old 
enough) to fee them in higher life 
than myfelf; not becaufe I (hould 
regret to fee them in a ftation fupe- 
rior CO their father and mother, but 
becaufe I do not find, by all I coU 
left, that they would be happier/' 

♦* That can depend only on the 
man they might conncdl with," faid 
Mr. Howard. 

As the afternoon had begun to 
clofe in, the horles had been ordered 

early 
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early ta the door. Lord Norbury 
and his friend^ havhig bid adieu ta 
the ladies^ took a gentle ride home. 
•* Who would cxpeft to find in a 
fpot fo ftqueftered as this^ a man 
capable of fo much merit, refined by 
education, and claiming fair expe&« 
ttions of fortune^ purfue fuch a plan 
of rigid economy, afktvc vinue, and 
be content to fupprefs his talents^ 
and With all the powers of philofo-^ 
phy accuftom himfelf even to the 
manual labours of his farm! What 
a family ! Surely, my dear Howard, 
you have carried me to a fpot of en- 
chantment! Such another is not to 
be found in the four corners of the 
earth !'* 

E 3 "It 
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" It IS not poffible to fpeak of him 
as he dcfcrvcs/* faid Mr. Howard— 
•• I am rather concerned that Sir 
Francis thought fo flightly of him 
as to decline any acquaintance with 
him/' 

** Why, to tell you the truth/' re* 
piled his Lordfliip^ ^^ Frank lovei 
the follies of the world too much ta 
think. He was jud leaving college 
when I entered : and the little W- 
tention I underftand he ever could 
be led to pay there to his ftudies 
was totally diflTipated by his travels^ 
which he immtdiately engaged in j 
and ever fince his return to Eng- 
land, he has made up his want of 
thought by his ga'ctics. You will^ 

therefore. 
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therefore, judge how little rclifli he 
can be fuppofed to retain for fenti- 
ment or philofophy/* 

Lord Norbury had never heard 
Mr. Howard throw out the Icaft 
hint relative to his daughters, and 
their future fortunes. He had ob- 
ferved them with much pleafure — 
he had feen their merit — he admired 
Harriet, and felt the efFedt of her 
elegant refinements ; but he had felt 
the fame for twenty other women. 
He was a young noblenjan of about 
twenty- three years of age, whofe ad- 
drefs^and charafter would enfure him 
refpcdt among men and courtefy 
from the women j — and fo confpi- 
cuous did he iland in public efti- 
£ 4 mation, 
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mation, that it was impoflible for 
hiai to difcover always, whether the 
manner in which he was received 
arofe from a fenfe of his own pre- 
vious condefcenfion, or from real 
cftecm. 

As they drew near to the houle, 
they met Henry upon his return.— 
*^ Why do we lofe you?" faid Mr. 
Howard — ** I was in hopes you 
would have gone out to-morrow 
with our hounds." — Henry excuied 
himfelf, and purfued his way. 

**He fcems a fine young man," faid 
his LordQiip: ** in (hort, I never faw 
fuch a fetof incomparables in my lifc.^ 
They were met at the park- 
gate , by Sir Francis Bloom ; who, 

though 
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though not quite overfet, had 
made fo intimate acquaintance with- 
the young farmer, as he called him, 
that he had arrived at the happy 
talent- of being able to chatter an 
infinite ftock of nonfenfe, out of 
which he blundered at random upon 
a word or two of truth. — " Ah, ha,, 
my Lord !** faid he, ftumbling up 
to him ; " why, why, I do think 
your Lordlhip was right to ftay !— • 
We have had all the fun here to our- 
fclves — the young dog fays— I^ — I— • 
you — no, not I, by God— why, he 
lays he's in love: — fo, my Lord^ 
youMl lofe the girl if you don't look 
fharp." 

E 5 •' How 
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«« How is ah this r faid Mr. How- 
ward. *' Nay, nay, perhaps Mifs 
Harriet may tell fomcthing about 
it,'' added Sir Francis.—" For 
(hame, Frank !" faid Lord Norbory. 
" I muft infill upon it you do not 
ufe any lady'^namc here, while you 
are heard by the fellows (landing 
about.'' " Aye, aye, my dear Lord, 
but I know it is, and fo you muft 
mind what you do.** 

In Sir Francis Bloom^s contempt!* 
ble condition, any attempt at ex- 
planation would have increafed their 
anxiety. There fcemed to be a 
ftrong indication, that, if any thing 
like an attachment had been difco- 
^^ftd. Lord Norbury was not the 

man 
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man intended; and had it been 
othcrwife, perhaps neither Mr, nor 
Mrs. Howard would have been much 
difcontented -, — but to place any de- 
pendence on this hint was impru- 
dent, although it was fufEcienc to 
awaken their furprifc. 

They joined the company in the 
drawing-room. Here they did not 
meet with the moft diftant token of 
any ferious fubjcftj they were received 
with the accuftomed chcerfulnefs of 
the circle ; and as Sir Francis moft 
wifely confented to be put to bed, 
they pafTed a focial evening, divided 
between mufic and a rubber at 
caGno. 

Z6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. viir. 

JtJLENRY,. whofc open heart had^ 
very unfufpcdtingly of mifchief, fal- 
len into undifguifed converfation 
with the Baronet on the fubjedt 
of their mutual friends, had been 
more lavifh in his praifes of Harriet, 
than Sir Francis in the vortex of 
town life was accuftomed to hear.. 
•^ This is talking like a lover,. Mr* 
Somerville.** — Henry had never yet 
met with any perfon to whom he 
could talk in this manner about her : 
for, notwithftanding all ourutmoft 
affection and confidence to parents,. 

wc 
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we feel their authority or their fn^ 
fluence, and we dread to comtnunN^ 
catc with them for fear of their ne- 
gative. In the prcfent cafe Henry 
had leafl: caufe to dread this; but he 
did not know all his father's mind, 

" Indeed, Sir,** returned he, "I 

am moft truly a lover/* — Sir Francis 

finiled. " It is now more than a 

year,'* continued Henry, full of 

glowing delight, that he had found 

a man who he thought encou-- 

raged him to proceed-r-« it is now 

more than a year fince I have fought^ 

by every means in my power, to fon- 

gft the anxiety I feel when I rcflcft 

that in Mifs Harriet's long abfence in 

London,, her own merit and the cir^ 

cle 
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cle (be moves in will never admit a 
hope for me." *' She is certainly very 
much noticed/' faid Sir Francisj "an4 
I (hould rather think — " — " May 
** form fome connexion there,'* inter- 
rupted Henry. " Too well I thought 
fo — but^ Sir, is it wrong or unnatu- 
ral that I (hould entertain fuch high 
opinions of her P** *' Certainly nei- 
ther,'* faid' Sir Francis; " but you 
muft not prefume to monopolife 
them.*' '' Pray, Sir,** faid Henry 
quickly, ** do you then defign to take 
part in them ?'* ** Do you require 
an anfwer?" faid Sir Francis brifldy. 
Henry looked furprifed. "Why 
do you aik that quellion ?*^ repeated 
the Baronet. [^ Becaufe," added 

Henry, 
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Henry, " if you do, w« may compare 
our thoughts, and fee which of us 
loves her moa/'— '* Did I fay I 
loved her ?*' faid Sir Francis—^* Be- 
ware of mlftakes on fuch a fubjeft.*' 

** Then, Sir, I prefumc you do not 
mean to participate in my fentiments 
of admiration?" ** What then?** 
a(ked Sir Francis. 

** Then, Sir, you are not one o£ 
thofe who can blame me for the mo* 
nopoly/* 

" By Heaven, you arc as great a 
philofopher as your father !'' 

^ That, Sir,^* faid Henry, " will 
never be !*' "But a little to the point,^ 
faid Sir Francis : — *^ Do you really 
dtfign to offer your pretenfioM to 

this 



( 99 ) 

this lady's confidcration ?•*— Henry 
paufcd— he looked twice in the face 
of his companion — as often he could 
difcover no other than that fallovv? 
complexion^ the common garb of 
debauchery, wearing faft away into 
the vale of waiting ftrength, which 
defies the dcepeft urgency of qature 
to eflFed a glow :— he could fee in his 
eye nothing but that watery ftiilnefs 
which fucceeds the total lofs of manly 
cxpreflion and vivacity — he began 
to defpife him — to reproach himfelf 
for his too free communication— he 
thought the tone of the lad queftion 
difcovered fomething like reproof or 
fcorn 5 — his pulfe began to beat,— 
Thu« the innocent are affedted with 

the 
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the mere fliadow of furmifc paffing 
by ihcm, as modcft women blufh 
when they hear or fpeak of modefty. 

'* That is a qucftion. Sir, which I 
am not yet prepared to anfwer ; and 
to one pcrfon only in the world do 
I owe an anfwer to it.** 

The Baronet, to whom all women 
were abfolutely indifferent, and who» 
therefore, had never fuffered himfelf 
to be drawn into an affair on their 
account, except once at a mafque- 
rade, when a retired interview was 
interrupted by the hulband of hit 
incognita— affeded the utmoft non^ 
cbalance at the fubjedt j and, as they 
rode on, contrived to fill up feveral 
vacancies in their converfation by 

whiftling^ 
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whiftling, calling to the dogs whicft 
followed them, and by at laft pur- 
pofcly telling Henry of what he could 
form no poflible comprehenfion, th« 
^fplendour of the Queen's drawing* 
room» and tlie ikill of Monfieur Vef* 
tris {landing a quarter of an hour on 
one toe. 

Upon their arrival at the park^ 
they wo-e welcomed by Mrs. How^ 
ard and her daughters at the gatc^ 
Md after Henry had delivered hU 
meiTige, they gave their horfes tt> 
the groom, and accompanied the la» 
dies to the houfe. 

The fimpliclty which Mifs How- 
ard always obfcrved in her drefs in 
the ^ouiitry was calculated to in- 

fpirc 
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fpire new devotion in Henry, who(c 
foul was fimplicicy icfelf^ but 
bis noble and generous fpirit^ ever 
miftruftful of his own recommend-* 
ations, dared but fuffer hii eyes to 
approach her with refped^ while his 
heart bounded towarda her^ and ieem«* 
ed already to pcfleis the objed of his 
ardent hopes. His coQver&don to 
Mrs. Howard and co any other perlbli 
was ftce and gay ; to Harriet he waa 
diftaor, attentrre, and filent; buc 
ready to catch and trcafurc up every 
word ihe expreffed. 

Whence is that fourcc of awe, of 
duteous obedience, of diftant refpeft^ 
to her we love ? Whence is that back- 
wardnefs in ourfelves to venture 

with 
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tlicrdforc very foon withdrew with 
her female party. 

Champagne and burgundy then 
circulated without controul. — Sir 
Francis called upon Henry for a 
lady — he hefitated a moment — 
** Come, my boy/' faid Sir Francis, 
** out with it — here (he is in a flow- 
ing bumper — damn me, give mc 
your hand, (he is a fine creature to 
be fure — now for it — pronounce her 
name — and damn me, we'll fwallow 
her down with nine times nine.'* 

If it had been po(fible for Fufeli 
to invent a countenance of more 
horror than that of Henry, he muft 
himfelf have been the dettion of dif- 
cord : to ftifle his rage was for a mo- 
ment 



< 95 ) 

ment pondering in his mind — he had 
never been put in fuch a fituation — he 
had none with whom he could ad- 
vife — diftraftion augmented his con- 
cei:n : happily for Sir Francis, he 
paufed a moment longer, and reco- 
vered himfelf — ^* As you defire my 
toafl: with fo much animation, Sir 
Francis, I offer you the lady of this 
hofpitable manfion, Mrs, Howard.'* 
*' Sir !^ faid Sir Francis, viewing 
him with infinite aftonifliment— 

<« Sir,** refumed Henry, «' I give 
you Mrs, Howard, and demand your 
nine times nine/' — A general laugh 
burft from all the party.— Henry 
rofe from his feat— a flafti of indig- 
nation darted from his eye, — " Gen* 
6 tlcmcn. 
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tlcmcn, I feel myfclf in the houfc of 
my friend : if I miftake not, you are 
well verfed in parties of wine at Lon- 
don I but they are fo different from 
any that I have ever feen, that you 
will excufe me if I feel no fmall 
concdrn at being obliged to leave 
this houfe abruptly^ that we may all 
avoid the confequences of any repe- 
tition of fuch an infult as this." The 
reader will eafily account for the 
hafty manner in which he pafled Mr. 
Howard and Lord Norbury on the 
road. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

HE^ were many traits in tbe 
conda£k of Henry which well attcft- 
ed his attachment; but none fo 
amply fufficed to confirm its fince- 
ricy with himfelf and Sir Francis as 
the laft : for a true lover is tenacious 
of every whifper upon the fair name 
of his miftrefsj — ^fcarcely dares a ze- 
phyr blow upon her fame^ but he is 
jealous of its flight, and would arrcfi: 
its progrefs :— to offer her name at 
table as a toaft is one of the laft 
barbarifms he can admit \ it puts her 
on a level with every other woman 
Vol. I. F whgfc 
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whofe fame has grown upon her 
public imprudence, or her dramatic 
ikill. — If he ia jealous of the eye of 
thofe who are pradifed and hack- 
neyed in the ways of meii> how 
much more ia he jealous of their in* 
fylting comments on her charms! 
and he thinks that while he preferves 
her from fucb notice, (he is like the 
fun at earlieft dawn, 
<< Blufhing along the fky, and fparkling in 
the dew." Christall* 

It was unfortunate, for Henry, 
that this event happened before he 
had fcarccly fearched his own hearty 
or had difcovered points enough in 
the conduft of Harriet by which he 
could judge of her^« He related to 

his 
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hls^ father the whole'of his cafe with'- 
out difguife: it was not likely that 
he (hould meet any obftacles from 
him; but he reafoned with hitn on 
the imprtidaice of 'his haftinefe. ^* It 
wcwld have been far more honoun. 
able if you had not Ihewn fo 
much tenacity, and fo evidently difw 
covered. your riling contempt fbt 
Sir Francis : the world never endures 
th^t . the truth fhould appear at all 
times and in all its lights; not that I 
would recommend/ you to difguife it 
by falfthood, but fupprefs it when it 
would difcover itfelf in advcrfe fcnti- 
ments. This you muft adopt in moft 
cafes, except thole in which you are 
dete&ingfome wrong: then, the 
F 2 mor^ 



( xoo ) 

more truth that can be brought for- 
ward fets you up and iecures your 
ftation above the moft powerful an- 
tagcnift/* 

« Sir/' faid Henry, ^ I have 
heard you declare, that truth oiay be 
ipoken to princes, if courage be not 
wanting/' 

*«*Tis true, my boy, but that is 
under the circumflance of detciAion i 
for if that were an univerlal doftrine, 
and we were to fay all we think and 
all we could fay to one another, and 
at all times, no two people could live 
or have communication with each 
other : you may fee fomething con- 
temptible in my charader or man- 
ner, but you have no right to tdl 

me 
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me fo bccaufe it may be true* Be- 
sides, in one part of your conver- 
fation, you was verging very near 
upon envy and jealoufy ; and began 
to trouble yourfelf left Sir Francis 
fhould participate in your affair; 
if they were both vcftcd in him, you 
was wrongs for you had no ground 
to conceive fo — you had not yet dif- 
ceme^ his chara£ter. I can venture 
to guefs^ that from his charader and 
profligate life he is no very great 
favourite with any of the family." 

" How comes he to be fo intimate 
then ?'* *^ Becaufe,** continued Somer- 
ville, laying his hand upon Henry's 
(boulder^ " there are in all ftations of 
life, but among the great more efpe* 
F 3 cially. 
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ireH or cere- 
Xi-H;, whij.i fcrbi- rren ihc pica- 
i-:.-:; cr :>.e Courage o: Iclecting iheir 
a,:q-i:-u.::e as I can do here. I 
ciTt vtr^zcT^ lO guels ihat our wor- 
ihy ::'.c"d ac the Park has feme clcc- 
i;cr. iniuence — ioicc thread of rifing 
X*i.-i ; cr, pcrhapsj feme dnfcUed 
ccrd of fplcndour in London that 
recf.r^ri'.Y p:.iTes through this fopl- 
i*. c::\:.vr/::), cr he would caft hi:n 
^^ \i iih ci.".: j'.n/* 

** I had always conceived," faid 
Henry, «« that men of his immenfe 
fortune could do juft as they plcafc 
*^ every thing." 

** ^fVhatcve^ ihey may appear to 
^^^•* added his father, « icft affurcd 

they 
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they arc tied down to the ftafcc 
of dependence as much or more 
than their inferiors : they are tlaily 
making large facriBces to this idol ; 
and this is the price they ■ pay for 
their greatnefs. As to honour and 
glory, they purfue them 'as <i be- 
nighted traveller purfdes a glQ#^ 
worm: cold and inhofpitable is 
^hcir reception I and, if they «*• 
ter attain the goa]^ they art de^ 
fpKcdr 

" I do not then envy themithefc 
falfc honours.** " No, my bravt 
boy; you muft learn to defpife thenr, 
and you will find fuperior hdppinefs 
in the ihades of retirement, as I have 
done. But let,mo conjure you not 
F 4 to 
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to ftjficr envy or jealoufy to gain ch£ 
icaft footing in your attachmenu: 
for one will teach you to diflembie» 
to afiume a gay outfide while it ran* 
kks at the heart ; it has a copious 
ihare of artifice and wily contriv- 
ances to fupplant its adverfary^ and 
often falls into its own fnare ; for it 
xaiies continual contefts, and^ like 
moft other cowards, (eldom fucceeds: 
and as to jealoufy^ always remember, 
that the women never forgive it.*' 

The anxiety which filled Henry *s 
breaft is better conceived than de«* 
fcribed: he refleded on the paft 
fcene, and the paft converfation, and 
particularly the laft words of it, with 
inexpreffible pain. His fanguinc dif- 

pofition 
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pofitioD painted to him the proba^ 
ble difapprobation of bis cotiduft^ 
not only by Mr. Howard but by his 
dat^tert as to tl^atof the Barooet^ 
k occupied leaft of liis care» 

In the mean time Mr. Howard wu 
Jiot uiaAive in endeavouring to find 
out the meaning of the unconneAed 
czpreffions muttered by Sir Francis 
on their arrivaL At firft he fmited 
at the prefomption of young Somef-» 
vilfc^ and flattered the Baronet with 
thofe contemptuous iheers at inft* 
liors which put them fo far below 
the notice .of high faorn-men« as to 
leleafe tbem from the neceffity of ex- 
planations of honour, whtcb, aofiong 
dyar equals^ would in fimilar caifa 
F 5 have 
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with as much eafe to converfe on 
general topics with her as with 
others ? Ah ! whence is that anxious 
tremulation of voice and hand, when 
fhe firfl: allows us to affift her ftep, 
and prefles on our nervdefs arm as 
file afcends a carriage! Oh love I 
benign radiance of Heaven I It k 
cbou who thus markeft on our lout 
thy indelible ftamp of truths and 
weakened every nerve of manhood 
in order that thou mayeft Imprefa 
thy feal the deeper without refill* 
ance ! 

Sir Francis did the honours of the 
table in the abfence of Mr. Howard: 
the circle had been increafed by two 
gentlemen who refided in the fame 

county,, 
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county, and who had chofen toamufe 
thcmfclvcsrathct deeply in the bil- 
liard-room, while the ladies were 
drefling for dinner; and from their 
appearance at table, it was not very 
difficult to difcern between the lofer 
and the winner, or whether the ftake 
had been large or fmall : the gra« 
vity of the one threw a damp upon 
the circle, which the fuccefs of the 
other had not power to rally. Henry 
frequently checked his own reverie 5 
and Sir Francis, complaining of fa- 
tigucj had continual recourfe to wine 
to infpireboth himfclf andhis friends 
with the cheerfulnefs they required. 

Mrs. Howard faw the profpedt 
which offered for the evening, and 

therefore 
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the next in difcovering the party it 
t diftance, hazarding their precious 
perlbns only to the extent of the 
kwn : from his fccrct covert he could 
ibmetimes fcarcely fopprefs his rap* 
turesat the found, when Harriet's 
gentle voice breathed to the harp 
Ibme captivating ftrains : here he 
matched the harmony, and lent hit 
ear attentively to gather conver* 
6tions which died away upon the 
ffoating breeze. Here he drank 
deep draughts of animating paflion^ 
-when he watched every motion and 
gefture of her elegant form, folded in 
miiflin, and relieved, aH fubduingly 
•eiieved, by the verdure on which (he 
lamL'Topo&frtfae foul ia iiich a 

fiaudont 
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be made io hear the (kdnraciQH 
of a paffion he migh( not appfoye^ 
and on the other, a rejedhm whicj^ 
might end in difcord or difregard* 
They were relblved upon the necefr 
fity of meeting ; both happily deter-, 
mining, that, whatever fhould be the 
refult^ it would be impoflible ffiz 
fuch friends to quarrel. , 

Henry had often bent his rides to>»^ 
wards the park, when the cool, even* 
ing and the ftillnefs of twilight invito 
the moft delicious temper. of the foul>i^ 
here, that he might dot too frequently- 
intrude, he had wanderefdL in the 
tbidcefl: (b^de, content \^iti|;^,t,he p[ea» 
fure he, had t^edpa d^e prc^ed^i^ 
fvenkig ia their cm^tifyMn^]to,ps^% 
F 6 the 



Coorte^ atid pditenefs fecmed ti> 
govern her behaviour *^ and^ though 
fte ^ept none at awfol diftanoe, &c 
Invited no^ ^od nefl*. 

<«Oh, mdolgem: Pfovidonce!" 
voiild Eltenry*s honeft heart cr^ 
daim«^^<Be thou my guardian guide t 
ibSer me to cheri& this k>vdy eoiu^ 
lation in my hearty and ere I prefumi^ 
to difturb that tranquil bofom With 
«y fighs, prepare me todeferve herl** 



CHAP. 



I wa "^ 



CHAP. X; 

X O abjure tbe icnpidft of tbe'mo* 
meor^ and ta confult tht reftitude 6f 
honourable feif-denialy in the midft 
»f tbis high tumuic of the heart and 
affe&i^nat is a mark of refolute pria- 
cipk very icldom found in a young, 
man of twenty^ full* of life and' vi* 
gour, animated by the continual feaft 
ctf admiration^ and the angelic (upe« 
ibrity of one above aU .the other 
female ornaments of creation*^ Hen-; 
xy had fcartely ever indulged' bia 
lips, with ifrnking in Miia Howard's 

praife^ 
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praife^ to any but his fifter Fanny: 
«ven to her he never avowed his paf* 
fion; for he <lared not hope fucceis-r- 
he dared not indulge his mind with 
the profped too diftantfor his reach. 
Harriet herfelf had never heard or 
ften from Henry but the oaoft ft* 
^pedful attention^ntereftingand «f* 
feftii^ to her, becaule it was unfinu* 
ed by dvilized ceremony w fawning 
fycophancy. His countenaxice never 
difcovered that veil which conceals 
half the meaning of the poliflied 
courtier; and bis body aever loft its 
manlinefs and dignity by thofevain 
and fantaftic contortions which h 
univerfally difgrace the manners and 
ckaraftersof highly acconipliihed 1^. 

U 
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It was ftrange that Harriet, whd 
was not old enough to have yet been 
difgufted with the path fhe moved 
in^ (hould, without a word from any 
Individual, have indulged a prefer- 
ence for a man whoie manners and 
conduft had been direfted more by 
unaffeded nature than any one of her 
ufual aflTociates : but it ceafes to be 
ftrange, when we rifled that this maB 
was fuch an one as Henry Somerville. 

Mr. Howard could difcover no* 
thing in his daughter's countenance 
which any wife explained to him the 
enigma of Sir Francis's blundering 
hints, iDeyond what he could gather 
from the Baronet's account of their 
evening ridc} and, while be was gone 

to 
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^to fift the matter with his friend, 
Lord Norbury propofed a lounge 
with Sir Francis through the park 
to the great canal^ where they 
Height wafte an hour or two in an* 
gling, and talk over the fanae bufi- 
»cfs together. 

His Lordfliip defended Hcnry^ 
tand faid Sir Francis had certainljr 
ipuflioi him coo far. " Damii -the 
fellow !*' faid Sir Francis % ** he his 
fomediing about him one don't ex* 
ped in fuch a place as this ; If he 
was upon the town^ we might make 
fomething of him; but he has been 
brought up in his father^ houfe, and 
made to fwallow all his crabbed phi* 

lofophjr. 
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lofophy, that unlcfs you fall into 
their way they, kaow nothing — " 

*« You miftakc them," faid Lord 
Norbury : "they know more of men 
and things, by (be. fludy of nature^ 
than you are aware of j they are infen* 
fibly led to this by th^ir conftant oc- 
Hcupation, ijxd the.mi)iturc of people 

: they fee : \th<5y live. here, jt is true •, 
but they are ip much known, and fo 
highly tefpcdcd, . that :thcy fcarctly 

: p^s a dayiwithotttiviiits from the firfl: 

* people in the county. As to the 
old man, he has got into a way of 
living frctely in his old sig^^^hc has 

• been a mifer--^nojv iie is qmce.a;gay 
:fpendftbrifc:at.fixty-niQe.^ . 

*-Aje^ 
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" Aye, aye! let's go and fee the old 
buck/*—" With aU my heart;' 
replied his Lordfhip : " I underftand 
that Howard reconciled him to his 
fon upon his marriage^ elfe I ihould 
have thought the old gentleman was 
comforting blmiiblf upon his foil's 
difinheritance* I ihould in^agine he 
would leave Somerville^s children 
fomething worth having^'* 

« Aye/' faid Sir Francis, <Hhen the 
girls will come in for a fhare. Tbat« 
Fanny is a fine piece, my Lord.'* 
His Lordfhip made no reply. ^^ Can 
we contrive no method/* refumed 
Sir Francis, " of carrying her off ?-— 
Zounds, (he'll be loft here, Tike the 
flower I have heard fomebody fpeaka 

of. 
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of) that 19 to bluih unlcen;«— ^cif H 
damned fliaine/' 

** My dear Frank^*' interrupted 

< Lord Norbury, a warm blu(h rifing 

in his cheek; <* let us hear no more 

of this abominable nonfenfe— Sir^ 

the man who ihould dare — '' 

** Halloo! upon my foul, why— • 
why, my Lord, you— pray, are you 
acting Cato now, or Romeo?-— or 
perhaps you are preparing to plunge 
into this glafly ftream*'* 

<* Be fcrious, Frank; I have faid 
nothing to be laughed at: furely 
it is not a very idle thing for a man 
to declare he will defend the honour 
of innocence and beauty.'^ 

"Moa 



*^ Moft noble knight of Arcadial 
from henceforth I fhall hear couplets 
flow from your Lordfhip^s cnamoiir- 
ed . lips : you will dip your pen in 
honcy-^-^ffrthe lingering «day in con- 
templating the rural charms of cot- 
tage fimplicity, and dignify the here* 
ditary counfellor of the crown with 
the laurel wreaths of ruftic indolence 
and 'the homely honours of the dif- 
taff, with Fanny by, your fidcr— Ha ! 
ha! ha!— •• 

-Lord Norbury was in no mood to 
reKfli alHhis ridiculous raillery; but 
knowing the temper of his friend, 
and not fufpedting that he had any 
defign upon innocence and virtue, 
he endeavoured to hide what he felt 
3, by 
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by joining in the laugh. ** Well/* 
refunded Sir Francis, ^' if this is. to 
be the cafe, I Ihall find this place 
infuffcrably dulL You'll be figh- 
ing for Fanny; young Somerville 
will improve your forrows by figh- 
ing for Harriet, who by the way 
never can be his ; and I Ihall have 
fiothing left but a fleepy lounge all 
day, and a never-ending rubber at 
night with the old folks; fo I fliall 
order my horfcs, and be off this after- 



noon." 



" You cannot be ferious!"faid hia 
Lordfhip: " confider, the houfe is to 
be full the day after to-morrow, and 
we have received particular invi* 



tations,'* 



cc 



That 
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«* That is of no confcqucnce : your 
Lordfhip knows that a man of falhion 
has always an excufel I fuppofe 
you'll go and perfuade the women 
to come ?•• •* Moft undoubtedly," 
anfwercd his Lordlhip j " I propofc 
doing fo this very day, and weMl 
drive to old Somervilk's to-morrow." 

J^ord Norbury did not reliffi cithq[ 
this rattling converfation, of the ex- 
planation that feemed to be drawing 
on relative to Henry's attachment: 
there could be no reafonable grounds 
to fuppofe that Mr. Howard would 
accede ; and the natural refult would 
be an immediate coldnefs betweco 
the families ; that he, as the friend 
of Mr, Howard, muft appear to take 

part 
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pm't 'wich him ; and his rank pe- 
-vented him, like lovers of equal fame 
and fortune, ^rom dealing unper- 
ceived to each other's hearts, through 
the means of retired walks, moon- 
light (hades, and refpedful diftances : 
that the refult muft be, either to re- 
nounce his paffion, or hrrs friend. He 
was thus furrounded by a net- work 
of difficulty that embarraflcd him. 
Could the interview be prevented ? 
Mr. Howard was already on the. 
road — his mind was anxious — if he 
could be overtaken, he was not likely 
to liften to fpecious argument — and 
his Lordftiip ftiunned declaring his 
true reafons. Men do not fo foon 
avow their attachments. Bcfides, it 
Vox. I. G might 



mitght be a Our upon the honour of 
Sir Francis, and appear as if he was 
fearful of any coniequences from 
iwhat had pafled. 

His difficulties i^cpeafed as he re- 
ceded, and he found it impoflible to 
alter the courfe of things. ^ I have 
a great mind.** faid he to Sir Francis, 
*• to alter our plan : what does it fig- 
iwfy to us, whether thefe girls come 
here or not ? — We fliall have all the 
iincft women in the county — Let's go 
and fee the old fellow to-day j per- 
haps Howard may have fome fchcme 
for us to-morrow.** 

They walked to the houfe and 
mounted their horfes, and in 4wo 
hours time they entered Mr. Somer- 

vUIc's 
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ville's grounds together. They were 
admitted at the gate by an old m^in, 
whom Sir Francis remembered to 
have feen at Norbury Park in Saf- 
folk* He bowed with great humi* 
lity 5 and Lord Norbury, who was 
ilefirous of learning as much as po(^ 
fible about his mafter, encouraged 
him by coiidefcending to alk how 
Jong he had been there, and other 
general queftions tending to lead him 
on to give fome hiftory of his maf- 
ter's prefent fuuadon. 



G2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 



Oj 



'LD Ralph had now reached his 
ieventiech year, and his locks had 
grown grey in fervices like the 
prefcnt. He had very early in life 
been feized by a prefs-gang at an 
ale-houfe door, while he was comfprt- 
ing himfelf after the labour of the 
day ; and, having fuflered a few hard 
knocks in his country's caufe, had 
been difcharged from the fervicc at 
the clofe of the war, and had never 
been able to refume his ruftic occu- 
pations i for he now counted two- 
Mnd-fifty yearsTmce he had firft worn 

the 
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the crutch with which he hobbled to 
the gate. 

*' My mafter, pleafe your Lord- 
fhip, fince I have lived with him> 
which is now fifteen years come next 
Lammas^ has had many things to 
trouble him ; and though he has for 
fome years paft changed his living to 
a deal more company and expcnce 
than when I firft came here, yet he 
always appears very poorly, and as 
though he were deeply afflifted.- But 
if your Lordfhip knowed young Mr, 
Somerville, he married againft maf- 
ter's pleafure, and fo he never iias 
^ot over it ; and fome fay here in the 
village as remembered when he bought 
this place, that he was to be made ar 
G 3 Lord 
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Lord or a Baronet — and this msLf^ 
riage difappoioted all that, feeing he 
was vexed at it^ apd had no other foa 
nor nephew^ But Ence all that time 
we have had it all made up^ and the 
young gentleman has perfuaded mafter 
to take more pleafure ; and we have 
had a power of company,, bui mafter 
has not joined a great deal aoxongft 
them •, and fomc people have oftctt 
come whom he would not care to join 
if he knowed what they faid of him ;, 
for as I have opened this gate to every 
one, I often hears what*3 faid of him/* 

*' Why^ what could be bUd^ 
Ralph ?'• 

" Oh, my Lord ! fome gentlemen 
as have been here hunting and feaft-. 
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Big for weeks, have rode away and 
iaid, *I t's a niceplace, but the old dog 
is rcfolved to keep it' — as if they 
wanted him to fell it — and then— ^ 
* The old fcoundrel won^ die— he'll 
hold as a tug yet*^ — and fo forth.-— 
X could not underftand all this> and 
fo I told my dame: about it,, and! 
flic knows a thing or two, being (he 
goes oftener to houfc than I docs ;, 
and Ihe fay^ it's about their drink- 
ing — but I never heard how mafterr 
ever drinfced hard neither. Poor gen* 
tleman! we be allin great alarm now.*** 

**On what account?'* faid Sir 
Francis. 

•* Bccaufe he's very bad, and all the 
men have been fent about all night fbr 
G 4, doftors^ 
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dodors;: and Tom, the ftable-boy, 
is gone for young mailer. — Why^ 
my Lord, mailer's as old as I be — 
and we mxxfk expert to be called at 
our time.— i-God blefs your Lordthip! 
I hope you'll fee many a good day 
yet, and have a large honoured fa- 
mily." " Thank ye, Ralph ;** faid 
his Lordlhipj dropping half-a*crowa 
into his hat ; and at this moment a 
poft-chaife drove in with great hafte, 
containing Mr* Somerville and his 
fbn. 

The xarriage did not ilop ; but 
1-ord Norbury,. making fign tathc 
driver to proceed, looked in and fai<j, 
'* We have jutl heard the caufe of 
Y^ur hafte J» 

Tbcj^ 
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They were then turning their horfe* 
round in order to. take their jour- 
Rcy home; but Ralph aflured then> 
that the houfe was full of company, 
that mailer had often been taken ill 
fuddcnly, and that he did not doubt 
they would find fome friends and 
Ibme refrelhments. 

As the day feemed to be caft cut 
for adventures, they determined to- 
take Ralph's advice.- 

- When they entered the great hallj^ 
they fa won all fides hats and boots, and 
guns and powder-horns •, and in one 
part, a door half open difcovered the 
rattle of dice, the brawl of the lofers,. 
and the hooting and clapping of the 
wipners. A crowded billiard-room 
^' G s ^ ne^c 
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greens terminated by the gotftfe: 
tower of the parifli church. 

" How infinitely to be preferrcd/*^ 
faid his Lordfliip to himfelf, *' is this^ 
tranquil faloon, to the noife of thofc 
unfeeling guefts T* Here he deter- 
mined to paufe till Sir Francis Bloom 
had grown weary by ill fuccefs. 

Whatever might be the event of 
old Somerville's prefent attack, be 
congratulated himfclf that it was jiot 
poffible Mr. Howard and his fon 
Ihould have met ; and delay feemcd 
to offer a favourable gleam of hope. 
Having glanced over the books 
which furroundcd the room, and be- 
ing in no temper for ftudy, but fupcrir 
or to indolence of mind, and readily 

ia- 
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indulging the lapfe of thought oni 
thought — for 

•* LoH'd in the countlefs chamber! of the brainy 
*^ Our thoughts are link'd by many a hid- 
dea chain ;" 

his Lordlhip found hrmfelf inlen- 
fibly led to the fource of every at- 
tachment, when, nient and alone, the 
mind, excluding every other objedt, 
dwells on the inward fentiment, and 
fceks in vain to find the fource of 
honourable lave L 

•* Thefwcetly melting foftnefs which attra^ 
O'er all the edge of pain, the fociaL 
powVs— *' 

entirely pofleiled his heart; and more 
ih^n an hour glided unperceived 

away 
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tmxy in this dellcioas feaft of coir^ 
Eemplation. An arm-chatr flood 
near a writing tabic in the nriddleof< 
the room ; and^ as he drew it towards^ 
hiin, a paper fell to the floor. Ar 
there appeared to be fome writing 
mpon it^he took it up with intent to 
feplace it on the table, for he could^ 
jfot avoid perceiving that it might 
have its importance. — ^It was writ- 
ten in fo indifferent a hand as to be 
fearcely legible, but it appeared to 
be fre(b ; and was the beginning of 
a codicil) thus :-^'« Codicil, 15 Sep, 
— I give to my grand- daughter 
Eran — ^* Here there was an irregu^ 
lar.mark down the paper^ as if the 

hand' 



band of the wciterhadbeen fuddenljar 
fliakea^ 

** Poor Frances P' fiud his Lord&ip^ 
to himfelf ; ^' a few minutes more: 
iknd thou mighteft have been miftrefs* 
of this whole domain !'** The de^ 
moa of intelligqice ruChed acrofs his . 
Lordlhip's brainy and told him at 
this^ moment that Frances-s ez« 
pcdtations were lefa than nothing—*^ 
a fine peribn without fortune— « 
beauty without the reach of fplen«* 
dour 1 Hb ro(e from his. feat as if. 
ibme great a^ion filled his bread.— « 
Sir Francis Bloom had fuggefted— -^ 
what l-i— horror to thinks of !— And^ 
yet — if he (hould efFcft it ?^— How 
many others difdain delay ? Every. 

one: 
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tme Bere is occu^ned in. vice^ he maf 
catch the dcfign when flulhed with 
fiiccefs ! — ^"Sdeath t I wrong hitn, 
grofsly wrong him !— He is not fo bafc 
a coward as to lay ii^e to innocence 
and virtue I^ . 

At this moment Mr. Somervillo 
and his ion entered the room. Lord 
Norbury (mothered his perturbadob 
in making excufes for his being 
found in that houle at fuch a period^ 
adding, that he had waited fome time 
to know the refult, and that the fer- 
vants he fuppofed had been too 
much employed to bring him in*- 
telligence i and that he was waiting 
for Sir Francis Bloom, who had 
jpined fom^ of the company. 

•* Great 
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•• Great part of that company/' 
replied Mr. Somcrville, «« muft very 
foon be made acquainted that my 
father is no more. I find that he was 
alone at a late hour at night, and 
when his man came to him in this 
room, he was fpeechlefs in his chair^ 
with a pen clenched in his hand: 
he was then put to bed^ and never 
opened his eyes or fpoke a word. 
They were ufing fifty remedies to 
ftimulate latent life — till my arrival;, 
and the confufion increafing, he juft 
raifed his eye-lids, while I was prefix 
ing his hand to my lips. He recover- 
ed fufHcient ftrength to fold his other 
hand over mine, and, uttering a deep 
figh, fell lifclefs on his pillow." 

After 
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After a momeiu's paufe^ while 
Sbmcrville wiped away an iixvolun-* 
tary tear. Lord Norbury handed 
llim the paper he had juft difcovered. 

•* This mufl have been the paper 
which my father was employed upon: 
at his lad; attack/*^ *^ I hope/' faid 
Lord Norbury, ^ it wtU not be fbttod 
that your daughter ja unnoticed hf 
the wiU/*' " I fear it may,** atw 
fwered Mn Somcrvillc j ** but the 
girls will not want a friend (li3ot^ 
Jng towards his^ ion). " Not while 
Henry lives !** added thig noble 
youth—- a generous tear ftealing;, 
down his cheek« 

Mr. Somerville then perceived the* 
keys ftill depending from one of the 

tablt 
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table drawers^ which he'immediately^ 
opened. Lord Nor bury walkM to the 
door ; I-Ienry entreated him to ftay, 
ai his advice might be of great ufe 
to them.—** And there arc a ftrangc 
ict of people hcre^ whom I know 
iiot/^ added he» ^' in what way to get 
rid of.** 

Mr» Somerville^ having rung the 
belly ordered that the gentlemea 
£bould be acquainted with the event 
which had jufl: happened; and ia 
kfs than a quarter of an hour, the 
whole troop^ in the midft of the noiie 
©f Babel, galloped off from the door^ 
accompanied by Sir Francis, whofe. 
mind was now too much occupied 
ISO think of hia friend. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. XIL 

JL HE open drawer contained a few 
bundles of -papers tied together with 
red tape, and in the fronts half 
opened, was a will: it was' written 
on one fide of a fheet of paper^ and, 
after giving orders for a fumptuous 
funeral, bequeathed the reft of the 
property to Henry. ; 

Htfnry ftopped Lord Norbury'k 
congratulations, by exprcfling his 
regret that his grand-father had been 
/a backward in making a o^ore equal 
.diviiion, and requefting his father 
and Lord Nprbury to witnefs his 

declaration^ 
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cclaration, that, whatever the red- " 
ue might prove, it (hould be equal*: 
f participated between himfelf and 
is family. But the generofity of 
[lis imaginary heir was unhappily 
ircumfcribed within very narrow 
imits I for, on looking into the con- 
ents of the bundles, they difcovered 
everal grants of confxderable annu- 
ities to the deceafed for his life, and 
heavy charges upon all his eftates to 
very nearly their value, for the 
money which he had paid in the pur- 
chafes of thefe annuities. Silence 
and indignation poflfeffed Lord Nor- 
bury ; — Mr. Somerville could fcarce- 
ly believe what he faw : at length, 
flowly clofing the drawer and lock- 
ing 
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; up Its dire cootcnts, he exclaimed 
in a knr Toice — ^ Miftaken manl" 

Chagnned and difappointed as he 
was, and haTiog ju£k caufe to com* 
plun, TCt Mr. Somenrillc was never 
heafd to drop a word of crimination 
or ddwfpeft lo tbc memofy of his 
fatlKr. Hciuy law the concera 
wK?^ cilfecvcred ititif, widiout 
krKwir^ tSie reafbn. Mr. Somcr- 
^k ia fern words czpluoDd ic 
Hccrr faukd at the ic f ufi> ^ adi^i^ 
t2^u ^he i^tDodiljfspGinaiKatfar 
lu»irl% bat for the fluxr which 
others: wc«iM have taken a his fer- 
t«ies.'' 

J^hn Bmxm, who had Evcd nw 
*wr years with the fcniar Mr* 

SosncmUcp 
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SjCrville^ and had in that time ac- 
red a Tcry tokrable inGght inta 
his affairs, corroborated the truth 
thefe tranfa£Uons. ^ One day^'* 
I he, ^ihat yourfelf and my late 
fter had been converfing a long 
le on the event of your marriage, 
ich you had defended by ftrong 
>re(fions of right ; my mafter was 
7 much agitated^ and foon after 
ar return home drove to town, 
1 gave orders for fome of the 
(inefs you mention ; and fome law« 
rs came down here together about 
brtnight after, and the parchments 
rre (igned, and I was called in to wit- 
fs them-, and I well remember that 
y matter then faid, " Now we fhall 

dOi" 
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do ;" and he and one of the gentle- 
men (hook hands together, and 
feemed to enjoy what was done; 
but I did not know what it was ; 
and the fame perfon, whofe name 
was Armftrong, came feveral tinnes 
afterwards ; and whenever he came, 
I was always called in to fign my 



name.'* 



Mr. Somerville ftifled, as well as 
he could^ the rifing fenfations of 
nature; and having given John full 
orders for the funeral, agreeably to 
the will, and having fixed the day 
when he would come to attend it, 
was preparing to fet off. Lord 
Norbury exprefied his aftonifhment 
that he fhould attend a funeral, and 
4 parti- 
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particularly where he had been fo 
unkindly treated. 

**Itis," replied Mr. Somerville, 
" the laft ofSce we can perform co the- 
remains of our relations : to defert 
them at fuch a period is like defert- 
ing helplefs infancy^** 

As the road (eparated near the 
lodge. Lord Norbury took leave of 
Mr. Somerville and his fon, and 
purfued hi^ return to Mr. Howard's, 
filled with new ideas, and not a little 
ai&£ted with Henry's firm and gene- 
rous difpofition ; and as he had no 
pretence for taking the road with 
Somerville, he foothed his anxiety 
with the idea that their prefence at 

Vol. I. H home 
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home would afford ample protedion 
10 all parts of his family, 
. *' You now fee/' faidMr. Somer- 
ville<tdi his fon, ^^ the ufe that may 
be made of our refblution^ to make 
ourfelves as happy as we can within 
ourfelves. — Had we accuflomed our- 
felves to form great expcftations for 
the day which has^ now arrived^ we 
Ihould hav«. fordid ly coveted the 
enjoyments of another, and hare been 
juftly difappointed. We have now 
much Ids to feel, and ih all have the 
fatisfadion of proving our friends: 
thofe who have fluttered round us, 
like butterflieain a ffln-beam, will be 
ieen to balk in fome other hemi- 
fpherej — thofe whofe eftecra we may 

value 
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value will (hew their fmccrity by 
continuing their friendfliip." 

Henry was loft in thought.— 
*' BcQdcs, my dear boy;!* added 
Mr. Somcrvijle, " it is not friendfhip 
only that is tried by adverlicy:: the 
aflPedions find more noble* inciter 
ihents to prove their fmccrity,/ and 
the foul difcovers far more energy by 
oppofitton than.it can acquire by 
an uninterrupted channel of pro^cr^ 
ous fortune," 

*' I never formed hopes of Har-* 
net," faid Henry, " by annexing 
any ideas of fortune on either fide: 
I found that I loved her, withauit 
ever confidering whether - itty - affec- 
tion could be weighed b^ gold ; bvA 
I learn that this is commonly the 
H 2 cafe 
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cafe ; and I now learn too, that every 
hope is loft r 

" You know^ Henry/* faid his fa- 
ther, " that when you* firft incn-j 
tioned your attachment, I could not 
flatter you with hopes. It does not 
appear to me that money would ever 
forward or prevent it 5 there is fo 
wide a diftance between you, and the 
circle in which Mr. Howard and all 
his family move is fo far beyond both 
your ideas and your utmoft exped- 
ation, that, if you were poiSefled of 
the lady's good opinion, I doubt 
whether you would ever gain her 
father^s/' 

"The contrivances of the world 
tbeb muft be very ill formed for 

the 
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■ the happinefs people boaft of ' fo 
loudly," faid Henry. 

« 'Tis true, Henry : they boaft a 
great deal of what they never acquire, 
nor ever tafte/' 

" But, Sir, as you ftate it, they 
would abfolutcly prevent it/* 

^^ This is almoffc univerfal ; for we 
never find any one who will allow 
that he is contented. Your grand- 
father, notwithilanding every thing. 
around him, and all he had done to 
pleafe his fancy, led a miferable life. 
None can be truly happy who do 
not feek to promote the happinefs of 
others ; for we live upon their fmile 
and die by their frown.. Who^docs 
not delight in humanity, benigi\it]f|| 
H 3 and 
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and gratitude ? Who does not hate 
the proud, the wicked, the ibrdid, or 
the. cruel, and even fpurn at the un- 
grateful? Thus every one may be 
underftood to have a mutual alliance 
for fupport of each other ; and that 
alliance is the moft noble which per* 
h6:$ men in right condudl : it makes 
t)s partake of each other, as it were» 
and communicate reditude among 
ourfelves. But fo great is the uni« 
verfal power of habit, that although 
the aK>ft lively fparks of virtue are 
implanted in us by nature, }Tt they 
are often extinguifhed by it, and 
vices are nourithcd and confirmed." 
*^ But, Sir, the habit which leads 
to fonoething elfe than happi- 

nefs 
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nefs tnuft have fome appearance or 
motive, furely, that wears a better ii»- 
vitation? You dcfciibc virtue to 
poffefs all thisj and yet habit leads 
men away from it ! If virtue is de- 
fired for any other thitig than hap^ 
pinefs, it (hould Teem that fomctliing 
may be preferable, . or at kaft eqiral 
to it. Is it wcalthj is it beauty, is ft 
health ?♦• 

« Thefe are all tranficnt,'* faid 
Mr. Somerville. 

" Is it plcafure T* 
*• That^s tranfient aMb^" repKed he ^ 
" yet, my dear fon, all thefe often 
affume alluring forms, and give ui 
falfe expeftations of that happinefs 
which can alone be permanently fe-1 
H 4 cui:ed 
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cured by babiiual virtue i it is by aft* 
ing under thefe falfe impreilions^ and 
by feeing through this falfe rncdium, 
that evil habits arife^ but on the 
contrary, one ad of virtue or libe- 
rality produces abundantly more en- 
joyment than any common pleafure 
multiplied ten-fold. You may judge, 
therefore, of a man's enjoyment 
whofc whole life is virtue. All good 
men, by nature^ love honour and rec- 
titude, and they never deviate from 
this rule of condud :— fo the truly 
liberal fuffer no aft of kindnefs to be 
profitable to them ; generofity with 
emolument is incompatible j none 
ever part with honour for a price, 
but thofe who miftake artifice for it. 

Where 
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Where is benevolence, when no one 
can^ be found to unice his neigh- 
bour's welfare with his own ? Where 
is friendfhip> when mutual regard ig 
unfelt and unknown ?" — 

Henry breathed a deep figh, 

" You faid. Sir, that Mr. Howard 
might not be induced^ whatever hig 
daughter might j — would it be wrong 
to try the refult of that?" 

*' Do you think, then, that Har- 
riet could join your labours in the 
field?'* 

" If fhe loved me. Sir/* 

'* Ah, my dear Henry, we have 
not love like this amongft us ! Har- 
rietts mode of life too — it would be 
impoffible — or worfe than mifcry/* 
H 5 ^ Cuife 
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** Curfe on thefe modes of life !^ 
interrupted Henry ; *« had we both 
been peafants^ we fliould long ago 
haye been able to tell each other our 
mind, and have been made happy in 
all our wifhes. But, Sir, what could 
be the confequence, if — *^ 

" Afk the events of this day, 
Henry/' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, XHI. 

-I\1r* Somcrville havnig commu.^ 
nicated to his family all the uafa« 
vourable circumftances which at*^ 
tended the event of the day ; and 
having endeavonred to'confole one 
another by the mod endearing aflurl 
ancea of mutual affedlion ; Mrs. 
Somerville acquainted them that Mr; 
Howard had called in the morning,, 
and exprefled great cohcern at not 
meeting with Mr. Somcrville. Our 
philofopher, who^ in his cranfadiona 
with the world, ftridly attended to 
Ita forma, wasOow prevented from: 
H 6> going. 
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going to the Park •» and, relying upjm 
the information Mr. Howard would 
receive from Lord Norbury, enter- 
tained no doubt but that he (hould 
ice him next day. On the other 
hand, Mr. Howard remained for 
ibme days in ftrange ^onifhment at 
hearing nothing from his friend, and 
ftill more, at never feeing eichec 
Lord Norbury or Sir Francis Bloom* 
who had left the Park together as 
already mentioned, vi^hile the ladies 
were dreiiing, and. without leeing any 
perfon to whom they had conde- 
fcended to explain their departure 
or intimate their return. 

Sufpenfc awakens every apprehen- 
£onj and engenders fufpicion. The 

' 5 approach- 
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approaching gala would, under fuck 
a fituation, increafe his anxiety; it 
was impoflibleto conjeAure the road 
they had taken-, and if they had really 
left him in difguft, it was equally im- 
poflible for him to feek them. His 
family were ignorant of their inten- 
tions, and enjoyed that ferene tran- 
quillity which evidently teftified hov 
remote they were from taking part 
in the ftorm which was breaking 
round them. 

In the midft of the fplendid deco- 
rations with which the houfe and park 
were now preparing for their guefts, 
when every foul was bufy in fcM*- 
warding the great coup d^ail^ fo ed 
fential in every celebrity, a fervantf 

arrived 
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arnred'in great hafte, and prefented 
to Mr- Howard a letter addreffed io^ 
the hand of Lord Norbury :. 
^ My dear Howard^. 
'* Sir Francis Bloom and myfelf 
came hither )se(lerday morning for a 
loin^e to fee oki Somerville^ who 
died while we were at his houfe : hit, 
lea and graad&n arrived at the fame 
time^ and have cauie to regret their 
fortunes. After I had Gontinued; 
with them for fome time, we left the 
place together on our refpe&ive 
fOnteS) Frank havi^ gone before 
with a party whom he had joined at: 
hazard during my ftay at the houfe*. 
I had- not rode a^ mile on my return, 
befi»c I pei^toi his hor&s at the 

dooxk 
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door of an inn, where I found him 
literally beat down and at his lafl: 
ftake. He has loft every thing ta 
one Armftrong, whom you muft 
remeoaber to have been turned out 
one evening. at Brookes's. I pa&d 
my word for his horfes *» but when we 
were coming away, they were feized 
by an officer from town, for a debt 
due to fome tradefmen. Poor Frank 
is completely done up ! I have endea- 
voured to comfort him, but he is 
utterly in defpair I He begs me to 
make his excufes ; and I truft that, 
when you learn that his vexation has 
confined him ever £nce to his bed, 
you will pardon me alfo for not hav* 
ing left him. Adieu till I am en- 
abled 
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abled to leave our mifguided friend I 
and believe me 

Ever yourg, " Nor bury." 

In rcfpeft to Lord Norbury, Mr. 
Howard would have readily left his 
houie to vifit him j but for Sir Frair- 
cisj he never had entertained any 
other ideas than what might border 
upon difguft. He therefore contented 
himfelf with writing to his Lordfliip 
in anfwcr, that, had any concern hap- 
pened to him, he (hould have flown 
to him inftantly; at prefent he muft 
plead his prcffing engagements at 
home, and entreat his excufe for 
fending this exprelTion of his befl: 
wiihes for Sir Francis Bloom's re» 

covcry. 

When 
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When Lord Norbury read the let- 
ter, he concluded that Sir Francis 
could expeft little afiiftancc from 
Mr. Howard j which when Sir Fran- 
cis knew, he increafed his prefent 
miferable chagrin, by the moft violent 
invedives againft him, for his fordid-^ 
nefs in the midft of unbounded 
wealth ; afcribing that charader in- 
difcriminately to all who, whether 
from motives of difapprobation, 
withheld their countenance, or from 
finifter caufes pretended to an hypo- 
critical fandity in order to fave them- 
felves from obliging their friends. 
" What obligations have I," faid he, 
** to a man who fmiles upon me in 

my 
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tny profperous days> and when I am 
cad dawn difdains to know me?" 

Armflrong, who had continued 
at the inn under the hopes of pigeon- 
ing Lord Norbury, and having learnt 
that the letter from the Park had 
produced no alteration in the prefene 
fiate of afiairs, began to dcfpair of 
advancing liis purp^fe, lUl he bit^ 
upo a method of attrading his vie- 
tim again to the board. 

He fent one of his companions to 
Sir Francis with a verbal mefTage, 
^' that he was truly concerned at his 
ill-luck, and, in order to give him a 
further chance,, he would offer him 
a throw for a cool hundred, and 
give him the ftake/' This Lord Nor- 

bury 
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bury difapproved. " You have now/* 
faid he, '* clofed the fcene, and arc 
fatisfied of its folly : you regret bit- 
terly fo unthankful a purfuit : you 
are not yet under the clutches of this 
black-leg : depend upon it, if you 
liAen to this offer, you will be foU 
lowed up till you become too mucfaf 
embarrafled for exigence. Albw tne 
to entreat you to rcfift this teoipu-^ 
tion, and to (hew that you reicnc 
an infult like that now put upoa 
you." 

Sir Francis turned a deaf ear to 
this advice, until the word '* infult** 
awakened him; not that he fufFered 
any wrong at the propofal made, for 
it had that inducenKrnt in it which 

raifed 
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raifcd in him the laft flafli of expir- 
ing hope 5 but he judged of infult 
only by the interpretation of others; 
and if this fhould afterwards be 
deemed fo by any of his companions 
of folly^ he dreaded their fneer far 
more than any iecret fenfations of 
his own. heart* 

When the meffenger returned for 
his anfwer, Sir Francis told him, in a 
haughty tone, that he rejc6ted the 
propofal with difdain» 

Armftrong's room was on the fame 
ftaircafe; and the door of the Baro* 
net's apartment having been left open, 
they heard the anfwer delivered, 
which produced an imperious and 
unmeaning horfe-laugh, and an uh* 

known 
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known voice exclaiiped-" The Baro- 
net won't die dunghill, by G — d !" 

Lord Norbury was thoroughly 
lired of his cooipanion^ and the pe- 
nance he was thus bound to endure. 
He found it improper and unfafe 
to kave him in the midft of theie 
harpies : he could not conduft him 
ta Mr. Howard : he had, therefore, 
no refource but to propofe a fiiorc 
▼ifit at Norbury Caftle. 

Sir Francis was in no mood to 
relilh the ftill filence of retirement; 
and therefore, to fcun rcfleftion, 
propofed Brighthelmftone, without 
pojQelling any of tbofe efiential requi- 
fites which alone render that place 
agreeable to faihion — money and 

good 
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good fpirits. The joumejr was, 
however, agreed on. 

The fpirit of gaiety which pofleff- 
esthe idle and diff<^ute never fails 
CO exhauft the ftores of friendfhip, 
or the vigour of human fervices ; it 
kaps the bounds of the fincereft pro- 
mifes; it difdains the reftraint of 
honourable fidelity; and, by fpurning 
ufeful council, rufhes into the gulf 
of prefent and eternal infamy. 

Lord Norbury, whofe difpofition 
was all compliance, could not leave 
the houfe of Mr. Howard for the 
reft of the feafon without waiting 
upon him 9 befides which, he had 
fome previous arrangements to make 
or to order in Suffolk, before he 

could 
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could conveniently alter hb pIiao| 
and therefore, as his friend bad 
confiderably amended during the paft 
two days, he propoied' leaving bim 
to his own care while he rode to the 
Park, promifing to return on the 
following evening, charging him ac 
the fame time to avoid the lead: inter* 
view with Armftrong or his ailo* 
Ciates. 

His Lordihip arrived at the Park 
time enough before it was neceflary 
for him to drcfs, to relate fome fur- 
tho* particulars to Mr, Howard of 
his friend's fituation, and of the plan 
for his amufement now adopted. " I 
fear,** faid Mr. Howard, " that 
plan will never anfwer his purpofe; 

he 
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ht is too far gone ever to be amufed 
without mingling thefe accurfed dice 
into the fcheme. I have long under- 
stood that he has loft or mortgaged 
every inch of ground he pofiefled, 
and has no other refource but a gaol : 
beware of your Lordfliip's regard 
for him : his principles and his pro- 
fligacy together will one day or other 
injure your own fortune and happi- 
nefs : — if you can (hake him oflF, it 
will be the moft fortunate ftroke you 
can dcfire." 

A carriage with fome of Mrs. 
Howard's moft intimate friends now 
drove to the door, which reminded 
them that it was time to drefs ; and 
though Lord Norbury was very de- 

firous 
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firous of returning to his friend, yet 
be fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded 
to refl: duriog that night, and par- 
take of the gay fcene which in a few 
miautes would be opened to his^yiew. 
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CHAP. IIV. 

M HB entrance at the lodge, and 
the avenue to the ho^fe^ told the ad- 
miring multitude^ that nature for that 
evening yielded to the fplendour of 
art* Lamps of various colours huog 
in feAoons from tree to tree; the 
faloon was decorated with devices of 
light, rendered more brilliant by in- 
numerable refledors of cut glafs} 
the drawing-room, opening to a 
very large orangery with myrtks and 
Bowering flirubs, was entirely illu- 
minated with tranfparencies of Apollo 
and the Mules, admitting, by arecefs 

iowiards 
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towards the gardens^ an orcheftra of 
coflfiderable extent. The lawn^ the 
Tifta^ the whole furrounding parterre^ 
dlb vied with each other in render- 
ing the coup J^eil a fcenc of enchant- 
ment ; but the moft material of all 
were the chief adors on the fcene. 
Mrs. Howard, at ail times elegant^ 
was here moft truly the Queen of 
Smiles : her daughter Harriet, in all 
the charms of excellence, feemed to 
have defcended from her native 
ikies ; (he looked or feemed to look 
around for' cme, who in this bufy 
fport of gaiety might well have found 
a fpace; or, like the father of die 
world, furrounded by every charm, 

j% ««— the 
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the fweets of fenfc 



l>o they not oft with kind acceflion flow 
To raife harmonious fancy's native charm f* 

The brilliancy of the entertaiiv 
ment^ and the fumptuous iplendoiK 
of the company, filled the imagina- 
tion and the paflions with unex« 
ampled exultation. Spedators from 
all parts of the county were affcm- 
bled ;— the numerous train of equi- 
pages and fervants filled the roads 
near the place, and the founds of 
fcftive luxury chid the lazy fun for 
keeping back his morning rays. . 

The night was peculiarly ferene — 
the fultry fun had yielded to the cool 
eephyrs of evening 4 — the air was 
Hill, and every external char^ framed 

to 
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to fend its congenial tranfpart to the 
melody within : harmony took her 
walk undifturbed, and pleafurc 

"——at each pauf« her melting acccntar 

caughty 
In fitrcet delirium of. romantic thought.'' 

The room«| the lawn, and every 
ticovcp were filled with company^ 
an4 every heart feemed to feaft upoa 
the rapture of iu own er^yment. 
Harriet, whofe proficiency in mufic 
had often led her to indulge inventive 
fancy with the compofitipn offomc 
delicate air (he had read or tranf* 
formed to her tafte, was carneftly 
iblicited by fome ladies, whom Lord 
Norbury had joined, to favour them 
in an alcove with one of her lad fa* 
1 3 vouritcs. 
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vourites* A guitar was procured 
with Tome care that it might not be 
generally obferved^ and (be fung to if 
the following little air,, which (he had 
altered from a j^uftly favourite author. 

AIR. 

Say what tranfports tht timid iorc,^ 

Tbe wreatb oteontpusttf or of lofKef 

^ WliatoMiipaftpeimker tefi^%b|^ 

Will miig, mil minili^ wmA iiMiiiHli&M 1% 
M^^iplkher nadve (hade^ er (kkt | 

In vain !«— thro' pathlefs air ihe goef» 
And ^lights where all her cares repofel 

; M Oh, Heavens !•• exclainttcd * 

^okhj and by the accompaayiag 

found clafping both hands, from be« 

hind the alcove — and, as if confcious 

of 
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of chcimprudence of the emotion> » 
ru(Uing was^ inftantly beard among 
the leaves^ and fome hafty foot-ftept 
Succeeded acrofs the path- way be* 
hind the lawn. The ladies were 
mueh alarmed, and Harriet trembled 
with furprifc^ The gentlemen at- 
tempted to rally their {pints y. boc 
Harriet knew too well that well* 
known Toice tarccover £s> mdily to 
her former tranfoiUity ; 10 tvcrf 
igure (he expeded to traee the fea* 
tures of one whofe prefence would 
have made the whole complete — 

^ And ftill (he traced hit fleps along tbe glade. 
When hazy hues and glimmering lights be- 
trayed 
HalfTiewle&fonnt^'' 

1 4 While 
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while Henry frequently flackencd 
his pace, and often unabfcrved pm 
back his hadening fteps; 

w 1 . ftill liftening, as the breeze 

Htav'd kit deep figks among the aged trca T 

Some young men, rather elevated 
Vy too frequent affiduitki at the 
fidc'board, who heard or underfkood 
ffcty indiftindly the rumour as it buz- 
zed through tihe company, tntngfiitg 
Vrror and 'inconfiftency as it pafled 
"along, dcfiroiis of diftinguifhing their 
'valour, and emboldened by the glory 
of conquering a flying antagcnift, 
whom they judged to be an ignorant 
peafant whom clumfy curiofity had 
led too near tliexircle, fet QfF„ againft 
the perfuafion of every one near ihern^ 

to 
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bo overtake the infolenc fugitive, de- 
lermining that his punifhmenc fhould 
be not more innocent than his crime- 
by placing him in the centre of the 
illuminated lawn, a ridiculous fpec- 
tacle for the company's amufement. 
Mr. Howard, who had hitherto 
leen engaged in another part of the 
rooms, now joined the general buz 
upon the lawn, and laughed heartily 
at the fimple caufe of alarm, very 
oauch difapproving the fcheme of 
r^enge, and fending one of the fer* 
vants after the purfuers to flop, their 
psogrefs. 

. The chief part of the company 

low gathered into the drawing-toom, 

to hear a piece compofed by Dr. 

1 5 Haydn, 
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HsiydD, and which he had confentcd 
to lead ooi the grand piano forte» 
Scarcely un people were kft upon 
the lawn, of whom Lord Norbury^ 
three other gendemen^ Mi& Howard 
and two female friends, made a part; 
They walked near enough to the 
houfe to enjoy the moiic, and flJM 
atoid the heat of therooou 

Harriet, who had been much alan»^ 
cd at the folly of the pariuit, dif- 
charg^ her mind from anxiety as 
much as fBe could, fay the probabitity 
that, whether the rdict had really been 
Henry's or not, the fugitive muft 
have long ago cfear(d hk g^nd. 
before his Yaliant purfiiers had Set 
OQt upon tbdr foolifli jcnmey. She 

could 
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could not avoid, however, lending a 

itftening ear to the filencSe of the 

night, when the trampling of feet at 

a diftance and the murmur of voic^ 

were indiflinftly heard : (he fmikd in 

the fecurity of feeing thefe noble 

fon$ of courage placing themfelves 

in the fpot they had defigned for the 

terrified peafant,, and boafting of 

what their arm would have achieved 

if they had been fortunate enough to 

have found him. 

The prodigious throng of car- 
riages, horfes, and fervants in wai(« 
ing, could eafily account for the 
noife they heard & but their tranq[i|il 
pleafures were foon difturbed by the 
nearer approach ci oaths and voices 
16 — ^'Un. 
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—.''Unhand mc, Sir!''— « HandA 
cuiF him I— the flocks ! — the horfc* 
pond ! — hang*d in chains ! '* — '* Lead 
on! — (hew me to Mr. Howard!*'— 
UU expressed in- tumult and confu- 
lion J nnoreand more difgufting as it 
approached, and 'mingled with the 
rage and anger of twenty voices at 
once, and none were wholly arti- 
culate. Many of the company ran 
out CO the lawn, and were foon 
amufcd by the heroes who had lately 
left them, aflTifted by a fcbrc of the 
country people, to whom they had 
' taken care to transfer the trouble of 
'bringing the Yi6tim albftg. They 
entered the lawn in this triumph^ 
^ftggtng along a man folded in a 
' large 
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large furtout and covered witit a 
broad flouched hac j — hishands wer« 
tied: behind him by a handkerchief^ 
and. a dozen fellows clenched their 
fills round the collar of his coat» 

^*^ Where is your mafter? — Shew 
me to Mr. Howard P' he exclaimed^ 
and fuddenly difengaged his hands, 
which he now dealt about in fo. pro* 
fufe a manner upon two of the young 
gentlemen who were running forwards 
to the company to brag and lie about 
what they had done, that they had 
very foon little power left to aik 
for mercy. One of the peafants who 
held him feized a ftick from the 
hand of one of the followers, and 
ftrack him £> violent a blow on the 

left 



fcft arm at utterly to difable it ; tnd 
in the fcuSle he loft hb hat- «« 'Txs 
Jie Iu.'ds he !— my Henry !'• eric* 
fiarricr,^ rulhing from the frighted 
circky and, fpringihg forwards,, fell 
^on his panting bofom^ and funk 
tato lifelels nighty. 

«* My foul! my life!? exclaimed 
Henry, ftruggling, to fupport her: 
*^ could I have conceived all) this^ 
liow much more would I have wU 
Mngly borne r 

Mr.^ Howard, who now haftened to 
the fpot, flood petrified with amaze- 
ment at the pidure. E^very hand 
was bufy and too bufy in feeking re* 
medies, and giving affiftanceto carry 
his daughter to a rQ0tt# Henry 

could 
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coiAL not be perfuaded to quit h&s 
luxurbus^ hold^ till he had left bey 
•n aibpha in the care of her mother 
and a l:w fniiak friendly. 

Exulting and riotous with a joy 
which nature would be outraged by. 
the feeble attempts at defcription,. 
and bottodtflg wich a gratitude no 
other h\jman bting ever felt, Heni^. , 
gaaed around him on the admiring 
crowd, fwelUng with the confcious 
pride .of unaffeded love, ^uid breath- 
ing all the holy energy of unaduUe- 
rate paflSon, crowned with the blelT- 
ednefs of fincere return. 

^«From henceforth (he is nc^inel? 
faid h<^ clafping both his hands: 

!*how 
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^how are my anxious thomcnts all 
repaid ['• . . 

Every one iTirasanxioas ta hear the 
ftory of the adventure.; and Mr. 
Howard with Lord Norbury^ having 
themfelv^es helped him to get rid of 
hiS'Coat^ and to wind his left arm in 
a fling, difcovered a more interefting 
figure to the company than had 
perhaps ever before awakened, their 
admiration. 

They feated him on a fopha.. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



I 



HAVE much apology. Sir/' 
faid be, addreffing himfelf to Mn 
Howard, ^* co make for the iicuation 
in which I have thus difturbed the 
harmony of jrour fplendid enteruio- 
ment« It may be faid, that the me^ 
\ lancholy caufe which prevented me 
•from accepting your kind invitation 
fliould have kept me at home. I 
feared the imputation of fnconfift- 
ency ; but this event makes me dif- 
dain that fear. Ever fince my grand* 
father died, I have ftrove to dif- 
courage wliat,. perhaps, I was too 

pre- 



prefumptuous, though, filently^ t<> 
have indulged before: — ^tohcar the 
whole Gotintj talk of your prepara^ 
tions — to know that chis^ earthly 
ftaradife was but five ttnks, wlthia 
Mff Keach — how could I refrain !-«--^ 
Tbe de^nt Mdera of feciet/ pr^-^ 
ytttai mf i^)9cacaficci|, bin my kc%n 
krefifttUy tod mc %<y boMiM a bki* 
4m fpedattM'^ Md t» watcb tbe oIk 
yedt moft attra&iBg to mjr heart: I 
would have given worlds to have 
foppreffi:d the exclamation of rap» 
Aire I then counted fatal. I fled, 
Bot through, fear^ but through re-^ 
%e£fc to you and to the idolized objeft 
who excited ic When I heard the 
kafty fteps of thofc who purfued me^ 

I faced 
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I faced about, left my charaAcr 
might fuSer in my own eyes as wett 
as theirs at a&ing the daftardiy part 
of a fugitive vagabond. Before I waa^ 
fpoken to I was met wkh blows^ 
oaths^ and e»cration8> » though 1 
had fkd from )uftice, ftained wick 
han^s (tf bloods Ailailed on tvetf 
6dCi 1 threw Mray the iBck I heMf 
ill Of hmd, that I ad^t defend 
myfelf OA eqiMl tcrmi, for I Ak die 
grafp of one of the mflianfl « my 
throat i before he felt another charge 
ed me in the tacc^ I was befet by 
numbers. Two young men whele 
drefs, fuperiorto the reft, led me to 
fuppofe them to be in liveries (fori 
could not miftake; them for any of 

your 
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your company), fcized me by one 
arm, and difeharged their fifts ioge« 
fher in my face, which I returned at 
well as I was. able, till one fell near 
me, and the other withdrew, prefer^ 
fing the ufk of urging on the reft of 
.their compsnioni. I kk that I had 
not commkted aojr criisfr worthy of 
all this— ^I juftified myfelf by the csp 
ceis of 9)y punr(hme0t-«-but the end 
has amply rewarded tbe^toU!^. 

:Mr^. fio.ward» who had lidtened 
attentively to this animated narrative, 
forbore to prefs the converfatipa 
further, left, from the praiTe which 
Henry drew upon himfelf from the 
iips of every hearer, he (hould not 
have been able to preferve his own 

con^ 
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cofirideration for his daughter^ whom 
he had no defign to difpofe of fo fud« 
denly ; for he had weighed her evi* 
dent attachment^ and advifed her 
upon cool reficdion. He therefore 
ordered his poft-chariot to be read/ 
at the door immediately. During 
this explanation, the affair having be^ 
come the univerfal to{^c amongfl all 
the gentlemen of the fecond tables 
a crowd had gathered round the 
front of the houfe*, and as foon as the 
news of the poft-chariot was circulat- 
ed from the door to the ftable^ there 
was fcarcely a man who could venture 
to leave his ftand but rufhed foiw 
ward to fee H^nry come o»t. In 
;tbc^m^tCyaeJtIarriet^ who iiad been 

recovered 
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vtcorered by the atteDtknit of her 
mother and fifter^ andtwoof thdrie- 
Icd friendsy with whom alone fhe had 
been fufieredtoretirCp hadiepeatnlly 
«ikcd if Henry was iafc^ and had 
been indulged by the promife that 
ihe ihould ice him on die ZKXt 
;^yi-~but the evening was hr fjpcnt^ 
and ihe withdrew uaobfenred ta 
htr chamber. 

A fervant announced diat the poft* 
chariot was at the door. The curl- 
^ty of the people for a man they 
4)ad faeh every day was wonderfuK 
As he took leave of the company^ 
-eveiy eye and every breaft •« told 
him their efteem^^^ as he approached ' 
die hafi, an hundied v^ces, with 

eyes 
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eyes eagerly peering in frwn the 
hall-<}oor> cried, ** Here he comes ! 
Here he comesl" Mr. Howard and 
Lord Norbury accompanied him. 
*♦ God blefs your Honour 1 Heavens 
prefcrvc you, matter ! They did not 
know ic was youT' broke from every 
tongue ;«--and as he bowed to them 
with thanks, their honeft hearts over* 
fiowed in redoubled cheers, which 
followed him to a confiderable diC* 
^nce. 

The hoofe was foon after cleared* ' 
Is it within the compafs of the 
human foul to imagine the luxury of 
Henry's mind? Is it within the 
fcope of nature*s mod indulgent 
^ts thus to be bkft almoft befoit 
6 hff 



L 
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lie fought the blefllng ? Does human 
life afford us inftances of fuch high 
and heavenly fincerity, where heart 
meets heart, and breaks the chain of 
human forms^ and feeks and finds, 
and thus makes union with its own i 
Merciful Providence I thy decrees^ 
ever formed for happinefs and love, 
would guide the councils of our 
hearts, and wake anew the energy 
of things, if human pride and cere- 
monious craft, multiplying ail the 
evils of our probation, did not disjoin 
thy faireft happieft work! 

Whenever we look into the heart, 
before the ways of men have /pread 
nets around it, before pale envy has 
given it foreign claims, and fordid 

intcrefl: 
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intereft taught it to be dtilatisfied 
and dibSk&cd with itfelf^ we find 
it formed for fincerity, moulded in 
the lap of truth> and ignorantof fin ; 
open to the nobleft^fources of.de-. 
lights an unfufpicious confidence, a 
generous charity, and a virtuous af- 
fedion. Bleft mortal! Could bis 
early ftage cootiaue, he would make: 
earth a heaven t 

f ■ For him the Spring 

Diftilbfaerdewsy aad finom the filken gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds ; tor him the band 
Of Autumn tinges ereiy fertile branch 
With blooming gold> and bluflies like the 

morn. 
Each paffing hour flieds tribute from her 

wings; 
And ftill new beauties meet his lonely walk. 
Vol.!. K. ^ And. 
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And loves nnUt attraft.hini. Not a.bitczs 
FliflB p*er the iipM^ki|BV> net a gknid inibibes 
1^ (etthig flip's efiulgenc^^ not a (bain 
From all the tenants of the iirarbling fhade 
Afcends, but whence his boibm can partake: 
Frcdi pleafuresunxepfbved.* 



END o» Tta FiniT tMtcnc:. 
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